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PREFACE. 



*' The Cat mil mm^the. Dog will have hU day.** 

ft will be evident to all who do me 
the honor to take up these volumes, 
that I have borrowed my machinery' 
from the labours of Le Sa^e ; but 
it will be equally evident, that the 
resemblance does not boast one 
other feature of that celebrated 
original. 
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VI. 



. It has, lately, been the fashion, 
I understand, with C(rfFee-«house 
babblei-s, to declaim against the 
Malice of some of my former pub- 
lications; because thpy have been 
ft 

told that they contain severe stric- 
tures on the prevalent follies, or 
licensed vices, of the great world 
Now, the relative being, wholly^ 
beyond the comprehension of mich 
pedple, their conclusion must, con* 
scquently, be unfounded, 

Bu^t as I have often credit, with 
better judges, for moreth^n I in* 
tended ; and, as likenesses are fre- 
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vu. 

the paioter^ am wholly unaware; 
i stand condemfiddL rather for the 
officious qualities of my commeii- . 
tators» than for my own mis- 
chievous popensities : 9s, however, 
my future, pursuits are about tc 
withdraw me from thb kingdom, 
I. shall retire — alike — from the inu- 
endos of the Fashionable — the 
{ttierilities of the pragnmtical Orator 
— and the envenoined abuse of the 
vagabond Reviewer.* 



"♦I begleare *to apply this term, only, as it 
will be recognized : generally speaking — ^I mean ^ 
no JoSence to CriticB. 
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Noy^, like aU otlw [k^foj* 
<^jeets, have their fashkm. T&s^ 
merly nothing was read tkit did not- 
loathe the y^soul ttfSENTiMBNT. 
Circulating iibrari^ wei^ filled with 
*• Delicate Crimes"—" Innocent Adui- 
teiy" — Virtuofhts Oickotdim. r 

Then followed the Horrible— 
cfiriginating in *' The Mysteries of 
Udalpho" and borrowing every 
gloomy aid &om the German^ 
School. 

The publication of " The X^dnt 
formed a new sera; and Sensua- 
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IX. 

Lit* ttecatte, attoWedfy, thef otdet 
of the day. 

Next, iii sacices6i6n^ I believe, - 
appeared the Mghly latoured 
*** Winter in Londort;'* and thence 
Anecdote was proclaimed the liv 
terary Magnet. 

If, then, I hav^ addressed ttiy- 
edf to the taste of the town^ dnl h 
therefore, to be deeihed malig^- 
nant ? 

The inference — i;i4iich I <fis- 
claim*— is, certainly, unjust; nor 
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X. 



do I understand how persooF, of 
fashion, seeking notoriety by 
every estrangement from the pre- 
scribed Jaws of morality, should 
be offended with the mirror that 
reflects their dignified exertions, iii^ 
vivid and glowing colours,. 

He, who wastes his time in 
works of science, ^:arves on expec- 
tation ; while the more waiy 
scribbler, who seizes on the ever 
variable - whim of the town, may 
extract, from public caprice, that 
remuneration^ which he would 
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XI. 

?cek, in vain, from public justice^ 
pjr from public liberality. 

Six reasons have, lately; been 
given by " an Amateur^'' for making 
an obscure painter an associate of 
a certain Academy, in preference 
to several others, whose acknow- 
ledged abilities bore every intririsic 
title to that distinction. 

^* He was chosen," says the wri- 
ter, •' first — because he paints bad ' 
portraits : ^ecowrf^— because he gives 
good dinners: thirdly — because he 
Awm% canvassed for the honor: 
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fburtldy^heciimA the election ex- 
cluded a mm of feai talents: 
fifthly — l^ecause his works will serve 
as a foil to those of his patrons : 
*/>f Afy— becaiise he ixrill alwdyis do 
as he is bidden." 

And, thus it is, with patrona.gc 
in all its stages : the man of geniut 
vegetates f whilfe the time-server Z/i;^^ : 
the odium, therefore, attaches to 
the depraved appetites of the pub- 
lic, and not to the purveyor of the 
elntertainment 

Let the great world cedse to» 
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devour scandal, and the little world 
will cease to serve it : and if it 
should be fdt that I have made 
more discoveries tJian my competi- 
tors—I wish dt to be known, that 
my knowledge of men and man- 
ners has been purchased with a*i 
emple fortune; and, that the world 
having, frttly^ made its uses of me, 
I See no harm in making use of 
the world. 

I take leave with respect, 

THE AUTHOit 

London^ Aprils 1808. 
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MOTTO. 

•• for spirits, when they please. 

Can either Sex assume— or both : 

but, in what shape they choose 
Dilated or condensed — ^bright or obscure-** 
Can execute their aery purposes. 
And works of love or enoHty fiilfiL 

MiLTOM. 
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ASMOBEUfiT; 



OB. 



THE DEVIL IN LONDON. 

/ can call spirU* from the 9asiy deep, 
A FIRE. 

IT was a fine spring inoniiBg~-The 
pealii^ clapper of Saint Paul's had 
already thuada?ed out the second hour* 
ajid the watchiid guardians of the night 
dozed on thdr respective posts— »wheii 
a plebeian Uood^ deprived ^ his last 
VOL.1* B 
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2 ASMODEUS. 

guinea at the gaming table, and medi-^ 
tating ways and means to prey on the 
unwary, was suddenly accosted by a 
well dressed stranger, as he lounged 
along the deserted streets in pursuit of 
he knew not what. 

" You have been unfortunate, Mr. 
Hazard'' — was his abrupt address, 

•** It would appear you knew me'*— • 
replied the olher, viewing his new 
friend askance, and fearing to recog- 
nize a Bow-street oflicen 

*^ I know moFe"«*^ continued the 
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ASMODEUSp 3 

stranger—" than you can be aware of: 
but dismiss your fears> and accept my 
good offices — ^follow, and I will make 
your fortune." 

These words were singular ; but the 
manner of the speaker was still more 
so — ^it was imperative: and Mr. Ha- 
zard, although unconscious of his as- 
sent, followed his guide, in a quick 

step, through Portland-place; in the 
neighbourhood of which, they disco- 
vered a.house on fire. 

The mansion was at the comer of a 
mews: the whole of the lower stories 
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4 ASMODEUS. 

were in flames: the engiii^s^ had tiot 
as yet arrived; nor had a single watch- 
man sprung his rattle. 

At this perilous moment, the family, 
consisting of several persons of both 
sexesy appeared at the windows d* thie 
attics, filling the air with piercing 
shrieks^ and reiterati^ ^Si^taikiatic^s 
that the stditcase was oh fire, a6d all 
ho^jes of escape «it otf &cm thte in- 
tferior. 

** Help me to force this door** — ^said 
tKe sti^^, tea£ng hii^ con^ailiidn 
t6 th*^ opposite cdmeir-^** the piientiKes 
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48MOD£US. S 

friends, and I ttii/^/ not ^^s^t tbem io 
this extremity." 

Tfee dopr, Ibough massy, yieldcid 
ip tbi^ efforts ^ the strangers wfaen 
Ih^y ^t^fid ,a kmg nacrow oat^ouse^ 
J^UQgroMnd'with fire Ipudcets, and fur* 
nished with escape ladders. 

^* It wiU be impoBsible to move these 
ladders'^ — 0aid Hazard. 

** Obey*'— replied the stranger : each 
raised an extremity of the machine; 
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6 ASMODEUS. 

and^ in a few minutes^ two ladders 
were posted beneath the windows of 
the attic story. 

/ 
They ascended ; and, with a facility 

that surprised him> Hazard saved the 
crowd from one window, while the 
granger rescued those at anoth^, and 
conducted them, safely, to a neigh- 
bour's. 

Meanwhile, the whole street was 
in alarm^, and the watchmen had con- 
ducted their forces to look at the flames. 
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ASMODEUS. 7 

*' Let us retire" — said the mysterious ' 
stranger. 

They did so — and having walked, 
silently, into - the New Road, the 
stranger placed a small casket in the 
hands of his companion, with these 
words — 

" Present yourself, to-morrow, to 
Mr. Bombay — the gentleman whose 
family you have saved from destruc- 
tion — ^and restore that casket to him. 
It does not contain jewels, as you 
might suppose^ but documents, to 
him, beyond all price. He will re- 
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8 ASMOPEUS. 

ward you ag you deserve* Contioue 
to pursue your usual avocation^ ;. and, 
when you least expect it, you shall 
see me againrHfarewdl/' 

Hazard looked rou]^ — ^but hk com- 
fmwn had yanuabed from hjs nide. 
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DELINEATIONS. 



TOM Hazard was bom in a milk cd- 
lar, among the Seven Dials, of pocMr 
but honest parents: his father exer*^ 
cised the functions of hackney chair- 
man in St* James's Street^ and procur- 
ed little Tommy — who had been three 
years at a charity school^ and was a 
remarkably smart boy of his age — ^to 
be received into the stables of a noble- 
man's family ; where he became a ge- 

. neral favourite, on account of his great 
B5 
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10 ASMODEUS- 

talents, being remarkable for his cou- 
rage in boxing, or in backing the most 
vicious horse — ^bismimickry — the grace 
with which he tossed ofiF a glass of gin — 
and the volubility with which he en- 
countered the most celebrated slang 
orators of the neighbourhood. 

He had, likewise, another talent 5 of 
which, however, he was extremely de- 
sirous to conceal his proJ&eiency — 
namely, that of dismantling the har- 
ness-roojni beginning — ^like all other 
gre^t men — with a petty purloinment 
of a girth, or a stirrup leather, till the 
effect of habit emboldened him to 
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ASMODIIUS. II 

grasp at a saddle and bridle complete ^ 
which heroic action having made a 
great noise, and little Tommy haying 
heard that the better part of valour' 
was discretion, he contrived, that same * 
day after dinner, to fill his pockets 
with silver forks and spoons; . and' to 
take a very unceremonious leave of his 
stable friends. 

Our little hero was, now, about 
eleven years of age, and had too niuch 
vrarldly knowledge to return to hii 
friends^ he, therefore, applied to the 
convenient shop, where he had pre- 
viously disposed of his pilferings, which 
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18 AEOrODEUS- 

ishop was distingukhed by, aBiga-booitl 
H— ^ F0SBII>DINO nobody to bring no 
^oiifi ff(f$ds to that Acre ^fa^'^-waiH} 
reoHned fivie diillaigs, e^^fior his Ml'^ 

Wkfa this smn, fie retired to one of 
(be Inns of Courtr^iOCNEioealing^ with 
a degree of cunning mucb beyond hii^ 
years, the wealth of bis pockets : in 
t&«s new oituatioR, be recomnv^ided 
biH^elf, by bis adroitoess^ to the por* 
ler» who employM \i\vsL in cleaning, 
afid carrying bofioe, the boots of the 
students* 
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ASMOD£US. IS 

He had not, bowever^ long purwed 
tfaisiEadej when he attracted the no- 
tice of a^limb of/ the law-^not very 
remarkaUe fi>r bis fair dealtngs-^wfao, 
having proposed to indent our herp^ 
his yoQiiAd ambitioa fired with the 
idea, anfl he aocordiogly l^came^^by 
virtue of said indentures — the ImtftU 
]ivery servant of bis new master. 

In this capacity, our hero served 
bis time faithfutfy-r-th^t is, by doing 
every thing, in the way of busine&B^ 
that he was desired to do^«-till he, at 
laigth, became a jreguiarly qualified 
« Unus,^' &c. " 
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14 ASMODEUS. 

Little Tommy was, now, metamor- 
phosed iato a Gentleman, and was con- 
sidered a very pretty fellow among the 
ladies. He became a half-price fre< 
quenter of the . theatres — sported an 
immense opera hat — and Was the alter-^ 
iiate ami of several kept ladies who 
kept their carriages, as well as the 
elegant chaperon of pretty millinei;' 
misses. 

With one of these latter, however, 
our hero had a narrow escape for his 
life — the young lady having, by and 
with his advice and privity, repeatedly 
purloined remnants of high priced 
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ASMODEUS. 15 

lace, he enabled her to sell the same 
with better advantage than he had for- 
merly disposed of his own picaroonings, 
and they set up a gig with the profits. 

But this convenient tn^c was, at 
length, discovered s and Mr. Hazard 
was taken up as an accomplice of the 
fair thief — a beautiful creature of se- 
venteen years of age. He, however, 
contrived to get his neck out of the 
halter 5 but sentence of death was 
passed on the miserable object of his 
infamous seduction. 

The notoriety of this misfortune 
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16 ASMODEUS. 

drove our hero from his /chambers^ 
wfa^a he became a finequeoter of ev/erjr 
&8hiOoable race-jcourse, and a oonataiit 
aj^udaikt on the public gammg tables ; 
his dress and address procuring him 
Abe acquflkitance of many gendem^a: — 
by hirth-^with whom be associated on 
aa intimate footing ; bu|; daring two 
or three years experience, in a variety 
of £ortnne, his c^racter became as 
notoiioasas his poverty^ and he had 
EQCOuise to the fiialMonable game of 
swindling to enable bim to dash at tfa^ 
gaming table. » 

A« <d»alinate run of iU4nek had, lat- 
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ASMOD£US* 17 

terly> drained all his resources; and^ 
ou the evening of 'the fire^ his whole 
estate^ real and personal^ was com- 
prised in the clothes on hb back. 
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A NABOB* 



In delivering the casket to our hero, 
the stranger instructed him in a private 
spring, by means of which he might 
inspect the contents 

" He must, surely, be the devil" — 
said Hazard, on perceiving himself to 
be alone — 

^VThe devil!" — repeated a soft 
echo— 
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ASMODjeUS. 19 

^ " Well''— he continued—" derU, or 
no devil, I am likdy to be a conside- 
rable gainer by this night's adventure, 
so I will go quietly home, inspect this 

casket, and anticipate the events of 
the coming day. 

Without disclosing the contents of 
the casket, it will — ^for the present- 
suffice to state, that our hero was en- 
raptured with his new possession: at 
a proper time, he prepared to attend 
on Mr. Bombay. 

On his arrival in — — street, he wa 
informed that Mr. Bomb.ay was to be 
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iO ASMOPEUS. 

^ui^ ^ the Jemyn H|C^ 5 an4, that 
Jjbie fyo^i^ ^£^1 I^ toWB for os^ of 

the fi^/^jtnopoU^. 

Presenting himself at thp hotel, pur 
hero was admitted to the presence of 
the gre,^t wian; who, having, for 
so^ie wiRujtes, viewed him from head 
to foot, with a jsupencilipys frpwn^ der 
manded the Qccasion of his v^it 3 but 
whep the punse-proud Indian learnt 
the extent of his obligalii^Djs ^o l^i$ v\^ 
sitor, his muscles relaxed their seve- 
Ti^n awJ* with 5iMivi1y jthe »o«t en- 
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flatteriiig, he expressed his heitft-Mt 
gt^iindt hy warmly grasping the band 
df hjis visitor. 

Not to detail a conversation, which 
—though extremely inti^resting to the 
partte^^was not, patticulslriy, calcu- 
lated to ei^dite ^ generd interest, I 
shall merely statfe, that thfe joy of Mr. 
Bombay, at thfe re<rovery of his tasket, 
exceeded even that whii6h he had felt 
at the escape of himself and family 
frbjn almost in^vrtabte destruction. He 
p'ress^ to Kiiow in what ihanner he 
cduld serve his preserver. 
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aa ASMODEUS. 

. Tom Hazaid, without circumlocu- 
tioD^ stated himself to be the younger 
son of a respectable family in Cornwall^ 
and that a fashionable indulgence on 
the turf, and at the gaming table, had 
involved him in temporary difficulties : 
to repair which, Mr. Bombay intreated 
he would do him the honor to coni^der 
him his banker, and compelled him, en 
attendant, to receive a check for five 
hundred pounds. 

The arrangement concluded, many 
inquiries were made with respect to 
the stranger, who had so materially 
assisted at the fire ; but, on this head. 
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ASMODEUS. 23 

our hero stated the simple fact of their 
Bccidental meetings and sudden sepa- 
ration. 

Elated with the success of his morn- 
ing's visit, Tom appeared, at night, 
at the gaming table } and, urged by an 
instinctive impulse, to push his fortune, 
he arose, from play, the winner of two 
thousand guineas. 

On the following morning — having 
previously recruited his wardrobe from 
the pawnbroker's — ^Tom, habited as a 
full-rate blood, mingled with the gay 
throng that promenaded Hyde Park, 
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Wh^n he suddenly found himself Walk* 
ingKCtifin in arm, with the mysterious 
stranger. 

" With-hold your Surprise"— said 
the latter-^" and, in the intricacies of 
yonder clumped trees, I will Unfold 
myself to you.** 

These words were scarcely uttered, 
'ere they found themselves, alone, in 
the most reipote part of Kensington 
'*i' Gardens. 
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THE DEVIL. 



MY name** — said the stranger — "is 
Asmodeus s the same wandering spirit 
whose adventures with the student of 
Alcala^ Don Cleofas Leandro Perez 
ZambuUo^ have been so facetiously re- 
corded by the celebrated Le Sage. 

Our hero never having read the re« 

nowned History of "Xe Diable Boi- 
VOL. I. c 
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26 ASMODEUS. 

teuxy^ was compelled to avow his igno- 
rance of the personage before him. 

" True* '-^replied Asmodeus — ^* I 
should have recollected, that your time 
has been much more advantageously 
passed. Myself and brother devils 
have obligations, to you, which I am, 
: now, about to repay. Listen to me. 

•^ I was released from the power of 
a mighty magician, who had corked 
me up'in a small phial, by a student in 
Spain; and, having rendered him a 
service in return, by procuring him 
the band Of the most beautiful maidea 
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ASMODEUS. 27 

in the Spanish dominions, I hastened 
to visit my old companions in Hell. 



*' At that time, I was a little dwarfish 
fellow and moved upon crutches -, but 
a covenant having been entered into 
by my enemy the magician, and the 
superior of the lower regions, it ws^ 
decreed, that I should be compelled to 
wander, over the face of the earth, for 
the space of one hundred years, with 
the power of inhabiting whatever mor- 
tal form I might chuse — ^visibly or in- 
visibly — changing at pleasure^ but 

c a 
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28 ASMODEUS. 

subject to the penalties of mortality 

while so incorporated. 

** In these metamorphoses, I have 
been, alternately^ a philosopher and a 
libertine — a sage and a lunatic — a mi- 
ser and a spendthriib-— a peer and a 
pickpocket — 

/ *' But the most remarkable transmi- 
gration, is that, from which I have 
just escaped, in a neighbouring king- 
dom ; where I had usurped the greatest 
influence in the state, by throwing 
myself into the body of a soldier, re- 

t markable for the beauty of his person 
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ASMppEUS. 29 

/ and his athletic form; under which 
I semblance, I became the favourite of 
; a voluptuous court lady, by whose 
; patronage I, arrogantly, gave laws to 
\ the land, and trampled a virtuous race 
\ of nobility beneath my tyrant sway. 

*' At length, my insolence and de- 
pravity exceeding all bounds, I pro- 
voked a revolution that bad, nearly, 
proved fatal to my life. 

** Escaping, however, I winged my 
way to England, where I have been 
an invisible spectator, at the different 
gaming tables of the metropolis, in 



./,/ ^ -' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30^ ASMODEUS. 

search of a friend whose principles 
might assist me in my labours, and 
whose pleasantry might make him an 
acceptable companion in my wan- 
derings. 

** I soon pitched upon you as a ready 
agent, and caused you to lose all your 
money, that I might have an oppor- 
tunity of relieving your distress. The 
fire, though accidental, was most op- 
portune; as the femily we rescued 
are extraordinarily rich, and the beH 
friends I have on this part of the 
globe. 
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'* With their private history I shall,, 
hereafter, make you acquainted — 
meanwhile, you are in possession of 
secrets that make them tributary to 
you; but this is nothing to what I 
propose doing for you— Here is ray 
hand — Will you, henceforward, profess 
yourself my obedient pupil ?" 

" Most noble Devir* — replied our 
delighted hero— " accept my allegi- 
ance, and command my powers— -I am^ 
heart and soul, devoted to your As- 
modean highness." 

'* Enough'* — resumed the demon — 
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32 ASMODEUS. 

and twining his arm witliin. t%at of 
his eompanion-HiHiom we shall callj 
•* The Student" — th«y naounteil 
in the ait, gently hov^ing over the 
heads of the gay ejK)wd tha^ filled the 
Park, in. all the decorative msiry of 
beauty, taste,^ andi fashion. 

" We have an hour to spare before 
dinner*' — continued the obliging devil 
— " and I will amuse you vrith a few 
^mecdotes en passant.^ 
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" OBSERVE that lusty lady in the 
dark vis-k-vis — ^is she not a charming 
creature ?" 

" Fat, ^r, and forty"— replied the 
student. 

** Ypur remark" — ^rejoined the devil 

•— ** shews you to be a novice in the 

world of fesbion. That lady is as 
C5 
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much made up as a wax doll. She 
has been, such as you now see her, 
for these last five-and-twenty years: 
her embonpoint is friendly to the ra- 
vages of time, and every lineament of 
decay, is, artfully, filled up by an ex- 
pert fille de chambre, who served her 
time at the toilette of a celebrated de- 
votee in Paris. She drives through the 
Park, merely, to say^ that she has been 
there; but the busiuess of the morn- 
ing will be transacted at her boudoir, in 
the King*s Road, where every luxury 
unites to influence the senses; and^ 
where a sturdy gallant daily expects 
her. She is a perfect Messalina in her 
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enjo3rments; but her rank in society 
is by no meaos injured by her senti- 
mental wanderings. 

^^ The tall handsome equestrian^ who 
has just taken off his hat^ to her,, after 
* the manner of the veil cour, is a knight 
of the . . . ribbon ; a great flutterer 
among the ladies, and a vast compo- 
ser of pretty little nothings*. 

** At one tiine^ thts spruce Adonis 
devoted himself to the Jady of the 
boudoir , and, as the practice of the^ 
cosmetic art is not unknown to him^, 
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his fine brown complexion^ and manly 
form, soon softened the heart of his 
philanthropic mistress. 

<^ An assignation took place ; but 
the lorer^ haid not been closeted inapy 
minutes, when the lady burst i^to ^n 
hysterk laugh, and rang for Ma^mqi* 

wile Blancdie- The disoMnfited 

knight, with a ruefol <:ountei3ia|ice> 
demanded the occasion of this unsea- 
tsonable mirth, when my lady replied, 
•itilliaughiog — 
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*^ Un petit rien* fait tpujours rire 
dune petite foUe.*' 



* At an Edinburgh ball, a Colonel of Yeo- 
manry, lately, appeared in the Assembly Rooms 
with ref;imental pantaloons profusely embroider- 
ed in front. A female wit, as lovely as she is 
ptcquante, ran up to the officer's wife, and asked 
her if her husband's pant^oons did not remupid 
her 9f oipi^ oi Shakespeare's plays? 

'' Comment }" — ^was the smiling reply. 

"Because** — said the arch observer— " they 
pretend Much ado about Nothing,'* 

Truth is, certainly, an amiable attribute; but 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, sa- 
vours, at all time^,'moie of S9iictfn#^ than good 
hr€€ding» 
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" The visit, to the boudoir, was 
never y as you may well suppose, re- 
peated." 

" And pray who is this Jessamy ?'' 

" Jessamy ?*' — why, he is a General 
Officer— one who has marched and 
countermarched, to high command, 
westward and eastward y and now en- 
joys the otium cum dignitaie with a 
stor/*^ 

" Does the page of history records 
his name and exploits V* 
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" Most certainly ! — ^It is recorded, 
that a noble Lord ran away with a 
beautiful girl from boarding-school, 
whom he entertained^ for some time, 
in a chosen retreat sacred to love. 
But satiety follows close upon solitary 
enjoyment, — ^The peer panted for no- 
velty 5 yet, being an honorable rake, 
he resolved to provide for his little stray 
lambkin. 

^ The knight of the • . . ribbon was 
then a young soldier armed, at all 
points, for conquest. The lady liked 
him, and he liked my lord's settle- 
ment: 
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** To be )i>rief, they married^ and 
his patron — although a lord — has been 
stedfast in his interest. Tiiis is the 
little history of the honorable prefer- 
ment of a veteran in the school of 
Mars and Venus." 

" But what became of the Gene- 
ral's lady?" 

** Oh, she has long been fast asleep 
in Abfaham's bosoin> and there, she 
deserves to rest^ for the indigent Aev^r 
iMd a better fiiend— — 



** Let me, now^ direct your atten- 
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tion to that gilded carriage with the 
bead dowQ> Yout will observe i^y^^sac 
buoad red-fiMsed looking wainan» dressn 
ed^ like a macaw^ in a varie^ oC 
gaudy plumage. It is the celebrated 
Mrs. BeBGQoleQ^ who thrusts h^vself 
into every coippapy* with a *' 3£r 
void'' and iJTOhoc>d w^a^-^tbat s^^oii 
to say, <^ How much do you think I 
diould sell fi:)r?**-«-biit her yui^arity ^ 
balanced by the costly proiusion of h^ 
suppers; she it was who first intro- 
duced ^^NS at a London table. 

^' The two pvetfty girls^ sitting op- 
posite to her, are the daughters of a 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



42 ASMODEUS. 

poor itelation, whom she makes the 
slaves of her imsoleiit caprices, under 
a promise of providing for them \vt 
marriage. 

" The Gentleman, driving the light 
blue barouche, four in hand, was, for 
many years, the half starved heir of 
a wealthy miser, whose passion for 
accumulating could only be exceeded 
by his passion for profusion. 

" He was a gentleman by birtb 
and education, and associated, in his 
younger days, with the first nobility. 
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" Devoted to play, he once continued 
to sport, for two days and a night, 
without intermission : but the man who 
mingled with the most fashionable, as 
well as most profligate, of our nobility 
at Arthur*s, would quit the scene of 
splendid dissipation, at which he had 
risked thousands, to walk through the 
cold, or rain,' to Smithfield Market, 
where he would stand bargaining for 
the sale of his own cattle with a car- 
case butcher. 

" When travelling, he would/ al- 
ways, take the road that had die 
fewest turnpikes^ whatever the diffe- 
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rencQ in point of distance, and forti- 
fied hin^elf, against the necessity of 
baiting on the road, by a supply of 
hard eggs, which he declared to be 
the best dapciper in the world. 

'^ He was member for B , dnri^ng 

three successive parliaments, to which 
honor he was elected by the sponta- 
neous yotes of the freeholders; andj^ 
during that period, he always resisted 
party influence, voting as an indepen- 
dent country gentleman. 

•*^ Latterly, this eccentric being wa3 
the constant frequenter of a certain 
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fashionable coffee-house, where they 
played cards for trifles ; and his prin- 
cipal avowed inducement^ for this prac- 
tice was^ the great saving it aiforded 
him in fire and cancUes : relying, how- 
ever, tdo much on his own skilly and 
his former taste for play not being 
wholly extinguished, he was goaded 
to a match, at piquet, with a much 
abler practitioner than himself, wtlto 
won thrte thousand guineas, from him, 
before they arose from table. 

" This act of folly was, however, 
succeeded by a systematic perseve- 
rance in every species of penury, In^ 
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somuch, that he has been detected 
gleaning his own corn-fields in sum- 
mer; and preparing, by collecting 
chips and dried branches in an out- 
house, against approaching winter. 
At his death, he left a sum of five 
hundred thousand pounds, indepen- 
dently of his entailed properties, the 
former of which he gave to his two 
iiatural sons, of whom, the dashing 
character^ who passed us, is one." 

" A most exlraordinary compound 
truly.'' 

^* Bfy no means-— the world is fuH 
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of eccentricity— You would perceive 
it, in every inclividual, were you per- 
mitted to steal on his privacy unob- 
served, scanning his thoughts aud ac- 
tions while he thought himself alone. 

** Turn to \ne right, and you will 
perceive an /invalid airing in an open 
carriage jiiTst. passing the Barracks." 

^ ** I do — and know him well by re- 
, putation — he is a staunch patriot — 
the people's friend." 

" You mistake him quite. He is a 
I red-hot patriot, if you will — One of 
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those troubtesome sort of beings, who, 
from a superabundancy of 2eal tckoays 
to do right, is atmost always" doing 
wrong— like the honest citizen, who 
entertains a eourtier with a profuite 
dinner; and, from excess of politeness, 
compels his noble guest to gorge him- 
self, lest he might not be a. full par- 
taker of his luxurious banquet-^be 
Baronet surfeits his partisans with 
excessive patriotism. 

** But all extremes are dangerous ; 
and extremes are the certain effect of 
singular opinions ; which encroach, on 
the heated fancy, till they become ri- 
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diculbus, when th^, fortunatdiy, hop^ 
pen not to be dangerous. 

" With respect to the noble Blifo- 
net, however, it should ever be re* 
ihemberedi that when he errs, hed6es 
so from principle; and, that, in his 
private character as a father, husband^ 
friend, and polished gendeiftan, he has 
few equals — no superior. 

" His family is among the most 

ancient of thekingd6ra^ and is trace • 

able, without interruption, from the 

days of William: the Conqueror; He 

took his seat in Parliament at an early 
VOL. I.. D 
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age; but the first occasion that gave 
him celebrity, was his stedfast opposi- 
tion to a bill purporting ' to regulate 
the publication of newspapers/ 

** Tlie Cold Bath Prison became 
the next object of bis most determined 
reprehension* His language, on this 
occasion, was uniformly bold, ener- 
getic, and breathing the true spirit 
of liberty. He strenuously called/the 
attention of the house to the unconsti- 
tutional measure of adopting a Bastille 
in the heart of a free country: private 
prisons, at which private punishments 
— cruel as they were illegal — were ex- 
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ercised at the mercy of an unprincipled 
goaler : cells, in which human beings 
were exposed to the horrors of heart- 
sickening solitude, and depressed, in 
spirit, by their restriction to a scanty 
and exclusive allowance of bread and 
water.*'' 

*^ If tiis'' — emphatically exclaimed 
the philanthropic orator — ^* be not (y- 
tannjfy it is impossible to define the term} 
and I promise youy here^ that I will 
persevere y to the last, in unmasking this 
canton abuse of justice and humanity.** 

^* But^ with all this feeling and all 
d2 
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this hunianity, the zealous advocate 
of Liberty is become ^ visionary and 
an enthusiast, whom the world must^ 
alternately, admire and pity. In sum- 
ming up this slight sketch of his cha- 
racter, h9wever, it is but justice to 
add, that although his fortune is 
princely, and was at his command^ 
early in life, his name has never, been 
registered among ' the f^hionablq 
gamesters at the clubs in S]^, James's- 
street, ^ewniarket, or else lYher^/' 



t He was the second son. His elder brother 
was drowned in descending a prodigious cataract 
on the Bjiine, 
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Asmodeus now remarked that it 
grew latei and proposed retiring : 

*' Onemotnent'*-^-siid the istiident— 
" pray tell nie who is that Lady, of 
Quality^ just driving in at the gate in 
a superb yellow vis-i-vis ?" 

** Ha! ha! ha!" — replied Asmo- 
deus — " that Lady of Quality, a very 
few years since, was pot-girl to a pub- 
Kc-hoiise in Mary-k-bohe ; but ah old 
debaiichee admiring the fibenesiS of her 
shajie— ^the brilliancy df her black 
eyes— and the syinmefry of hfer fea- 
trires-^toofc her infe It^eping, after a' 
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month's ablution at Margate^ and gave 
her masters of every description* Her 
understanding was ready> and she was 
left, at his death, with an annuity of 
twdve hundred pounds — improved 
beauty — superficial accomplishments 
— and an immensity of caprice, inso^, 
lence, and vanity. 

" At an entertainment lately given, 
by this dashing Cyprian, she kicked 
down a dessert service of glass and 
china, that cost five hundred guineas, 
in a moment of passionate whim 3 and, 
when her paramour would have be- 
sought her to be more composed^ she 
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called for her writing-desk in a rage— 
committed a settlement of four hun- 
dred a year> that he had made her a 
short time previously, to the flames — 
and asked him, indignantly, whether 
he dared to suppose that paltry parch- 
ment gave him an authority to direct 
her actions?** 

" What jsaid the lover to this heroic 

speech ?'* 

'* He. very sensibly, made her a 
low bow— thanked her for her kind- 
ness, in releasing him from his bond, 
and took leave never to return." 
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Asmodeus and the i^tudent were, 
now, lightly lioyering over the «a* 
(traace to the Park, at the Piccadilly 
Gate, and the next moment they 
found thanselves before the door of a 
hotel, in the Strand, where the devil 
lodged. 

The two friends having dined to- 
gether, and parsed a very agreeable 
evening over the bottle— : Asmodeus, 
at half past nine, proposed new ad- 
ventures to his pupil, who, ea^rly, 
accepted the invitation. 
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AS soon as they reached the corner of 
the street^ the demon and his compft*^ 
.nion-— arm in arm-r-again mouiited into 
the air. Ifhe buildings^ as they passed^ 
appeared of a fairy fabric— every room 
was disclosed 3 bnt^ in the rapidity of 
their flighty the student had no oppor- 
tunity of making particular remarks. 
05 
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At length, alighting near the India* 
house, Asmodeus said he was particu- 
larly desirous to explore a bookseller^ii 
in that neighbourhood; and presently 
they both found themselves in the cor- 
ner of al small room, where they dis- 
covered several persons very merry with 
a manuscript, which one of them was 
reading aloud. 

^ As they burst into sudden fits of ex- 
cessive laughter, the student inquired 
why they were so entertained-*- 

•* Because**— answered the devil — 
•* they are <Hitting and carving up every 
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popular author pf the day, to fill the 
disgraceful pages of a scandalous Re- 
view of which they: are the despici^ble ^ 
editors." . 

*'What!" — exclaimed the student — 
''would you restrain the freedom of a 
British Press?'' 

«*By no means- '-^replied Aismodeus 
— ^" I would only curJ> its licentiousness^. 
It may be the iiaur{^d privilege of 
Ignorance to v^d buiSbonery for wit; 
juul' to mistake sCurrillity /or satire: 
]i>ut if CriYjcjmwliolIy forsake the 
demerits of the work^ to 'omlhw in 
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personal infective, against the author-^^ 
I would expose, to public fexecration, 
these degenerate Commentators, who 
assume the chastening tone of reform, 
to passport every base and malignant 
propensity of their owii hearts^ 

" Does your severity apply here ?*' 

"Yefr-^o tte very lettel. Thi$ 
midnight ci^w of literary assassin5> 
Meal here> on^ by jette, to meditate oA 
deeds 6f d^khe^i 4ik s6 ti^ttiblihgly. 
aliv6 art they (d '^Mviordly ifpfrfelifeii^ 
4sion-— so fearful of dfe? ervfed chAstiste^- 
ment— they keep aa dm^u^tslir t6 
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prepare, f6t press, their infamotis essaj^ ; 
but spite of all this ** Villain* sCtinni7ig,*^ 
the cloven foot wiU shew itself.** 

'' Pr»y winch is the C^taitt of thb 
critic gang ?" 

•* The Man in black ; his spuriom 
MANNERS bespeak the bastard Gentle- 
man: he is a scribbling mushrooniy 
whosp. toadstool muse aspired to ,(lra- 
matic composition;^ and,^as nothing is 
t^o ridfcjijo^s fdf the Wmter TheAtlr(»> 
his Kpt^ of absttikiiitiesH— his hsus nam 
/i^r^— vamped up from a tale as old as 
%riiifslRy was attempted 6n the stagey 
but honestiiy consi^ned-^amid the 
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clamorous dia of cat^c&Us — ^to perpetual 

banishment" . v . /y^/^. 

On this memorable occasion^a r/t?a^ 
^^nmx, thus patheticqUy^ celebrated the 
event. 

IMPROMPTU. 

''Alas! poor bard, how venf rous boW^ 
"To tempt thf fate on this dread spot— 
" Thy tragedy, how dull and cdld-^ 
•• The critici* rage, how hissing hot!** 

** Tbese^ctfhow^ gentlemen, howeyeri 
will soon abj^re their mirth — ^Mark 1'^ 

A Printer's devil, now, entered the 



J 
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Toem, knd presented them wMh the 
prospectus of two new works, at the 
perusal of whiqh, the whole party was 
convulsed with rage — it ran thus: 

Just Published, 
THE SATIRIC CERBERUSf, 

OR 

Monthly Bow-wow-wozo; 

A domestic JTalt, in one pocket volame. in* 
tenpersed with curious Anecdotes of seyeral 
NOTORIOUS literury Curs, 

MOTTO. - ■' 

*' A knaye— Tery yoluble, in puHing on the mere 
'• fcnn of cifil^ana hiiunane S€enung,for the better 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



6i Amomns. 

^comfBitslhg <a( Us'kBit, aiul most kUtdenUmm 

* affection, . ' 

" A slippery, and subtile, knare ! a fimler out 

** of occasions! aderjlish knave! a pestilent, com-^ 

"plete knave*'! 

Shakespeare. 

Also, 

A !^amphlet entitled 

, t HARRY^ PICK, AND * TOMMY, 

oit 
The Lmmc Heir. 



motto: 



^Bnt I will find him when he lies asleq),. 
*' And, in his ear, FH hollow — f Mortimer ! 



^Ma^tr Tomoiy ii a very MORAt^GeiiUeaia^ 
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" Nay> I'll have a starling .shaU be taugkt to 
speak 

" Nothing but Mortimer— and Fll give it him 

" To keep his anger still in motion." 

He does not sport a snug concern in the New 
Road — 

He does not keep the victims^ of his insatiable 
malevolence, either in public gaols, or at private 
madhouses— 

Hs does NOT hir6 vagabond criiics to traduee 
those who honestly dare to renund hna of his 
iniquities— 

He is ^OT as much despised by his own family^ 
. as he deserves to be, by all the world— « 

But, '' take him far aix in all, 

^ We ne^er shall look vpm his like aginin." 
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" This pitiful dramatist" — ^said the 
student — seems to be aware» that 
" thereby hanga a tale" — and he "grins 
horribly a ghastly smile," as if in 
mockery of the impotence of his an- 
tagonist." 

** He will soon find however" — an- 
swered the devil — ** a full, true, and 
particular account of his birlh^ pa- 
rentage, and education— life, character, 
and behaviour 3 as well as that of his 
colleagues : but we will leave them to 
chew their cud, and visit another 
GENIUS/' 
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Alighting on the leads of an obscure 
house, they passed on to a spacious 
garret, in which thej*l)eheld aman and 
his wife, with their eight children. 
The apartment was littered with mate- 
rials for engraving, printing, paper- 
marking, &c. &:c. 

" That man' '—<-said Asmodeufr— " \$ 
one of the most ingenious rogues I 
ever met with. His whole life has 
been one regular chain of imposition 
and villainy : yet, he has contrived, 
hitherto, to evade the law, and -boasts 
that he shall now celebrate his fifty* 
fifth year; but he will cheat; Jack 
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Ketch, of his fees of office, by hang- 
ing himself, in prison^ before that pe- 
riod arrives. ^ 

'* 1 should fatigue you hy detailing 
the petty villainies of his youth, which 
were of the most promin'ent caist ; and 
still more, by describing the variety 
t>f disguifees, occasionally, ttfe6d by this 
l*roteus-^One, or two, ahecdotcis will 
fettfficiently elucidate this ^reat man> 
charadtet. 

• ** His Usual appearawce ii^ been 
fbat of a gentleman. Which, a smat- 
tering of French tuition, and traVd, 
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have (]^ua}ifled^him to assume wjith sue-, 
eessr— but he has been known to re*, 
ceiye money for the discovery of him- 
self, 

** Hey once, personated three cha- 
racters before the same gentleman, by 
whiqh tissue of artifice, he afSect^d 
tp restore five hundred pounds — of 
which he had defrauded a Dutch mer-^ 
chant — while he, in reality^ passed a 
forged bank bill for one thousand 
pounds on his credulous victim; from 
whom he received, in change, a check 
for fiye hundred pounds ; which, in a 
fourth disguise^ h^ tendered for pay- 
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ment, at the opening of the BankJ* 

early next morning, and made off," 

" Hark" — exclaimed the student — 
^' whence arises that dreadful noise I 
hear ? '* 

** Oh" — answered the demon — ^ 'tfs 
nothing more than what happens almost 
every night. That young creature. 



f This ingenious yillain, whose name was 
Price, really hanged himself in Tothill Fields, 
at the age of fifty-five ; after having defrauded 
the public, of upwards of one hundred thousand 
pounds, at different periods of his life. 
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whom you may perceive to be so 
drunk that she can hardly stand, is 
a common street- walker ; but having 
staggered beyond the limits of her 
walk, she has been assaulted by the 
ladies y on whose privileges she is sup- 
posed to have infringed; and notsub-> 
mitting to pay footing, for the encroach- 
ment, a scuffle has commenced, which 
the watch are settling by conducting 
the whole party to the round-house/^ 

" And do these unfortunate wretches 
really prey upon each other with so 
little mercy?" 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



7a . ASMOQBUft. 

" Beally they do"— answered, the- 
demon — ^^ The unfortunate object of 
all this uproar, is not yet two-and- 
twenty. Her father is a farmer in 
Wiltshire, and what his neighbours 
call a warm man : of several children, 
none survived, to maturity, except 
Amelia ; but her mother being a very 
silly woman, and the girl being hand- 
spme, it was perpetually dinned in her 
ears, that her beauty would, one day, 
make her fortune, 

Tfeus* tutored, and encouraged by 
her own vanity, Miss Amelia proudly 
rejected the advances of her equals; 
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mid became the easy Tictim of seduc- 
tion. The object of her affections was* 
a gay young baronet, who pledged * 
his honor to marry her at the death of 
an oU uncle, totlering round his grave. 
She loved — implicitly believed — and. 
consented to accompany him to Lon<r 
don* 

^ Here the masquerade— -tte opera 
^-the play— -were lethean antidotes 
against reflection. Pleasure succeeded 
ji^easure, and her unhappy parents and 
the farm were forgotten in the magic 
circle of dissipation. 

VOL. I. E 
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" Amelia, hewerer, had scarcely 
recovered from a. premature confine-, 
ment, occasioned by fright in return- 
ing, one night, from the theatre, whei^ 
her we£^ frame was a^i^iled by a 4&ore 
serious misfortune. The baronet, whom 
she believed to be at New-naaijjet, was 
just married to an heiress, and the 
Morning Post detailed the magnificent 
particulars of the family -entertainmeHts 
<^ the occasion. 

'* Her relapse was tedious ; during 
which, she was carefully attended by 
her landlady, to whom:, ill the anguish 
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of. feer hearty she explained her re^l 
situatiofu Recover ing, she was. in,tro* 
"duced to a Niece of h^ humanel aiwi- 
lady's whoi gradually, laughed her out 
of her remaining virtue — ^introduced 
her to a friend — and eventually taught 
her to drink drsgns. , The consequence 
of this pernicious habit was, that she 
gaveher arm one n^l^t, at Vauxhall, 
to a dressed up vagabond, with whom 
she unconsciously passed the rnght* ; 

^* A kittthsome iUqess was the con- 
sequence of this fhoUc: b6r. wardrobe 
left her p^ece-intieal:; till, at length, she 
was obliged to seek shelter ib a publit 
E2 
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bospittal ; *om which, she \^as, after 
•sd^me months confinement, committed 
pennyless on the world, 

^ Without 8 friend either to soothe 
her mind, or to relieve her distress; 
^tA wanting not only the adventitious 
aids of omamOTt-^bnt those, eveti, of 
decency — she was rgected, with *s- 
gdst, l?y every passenger whom she 
invited to €tt;^me»fi 

-<« In this situation, each dtylwrought 
with it an ^increase of misery. With- 
out a lodging to concejrf her wretched- 
ness, h«: days were paissed in obscure 
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lt|(eys, and her emaciated £am repos^y 
^X, nighty b^deatb the^^ oftea drippings 
pent-house. Here^ she a^sociaied wi& 
bemgs as wretched as h^rsetf^ ifi cir* 
cumstance^B, but infinitely more abai^ 
doned in principle.. Example vitiates ; 
— a^d Amdia, the spoil'd, flattered, and 
caressed darlir^ of her anistaken pa- 
rents, is an outcast to society, abjtn- 
doned beyond reclamation.'' 

The student, hardened as he was in 
iniquity, shuddered at the melancholy 

tale 5 and the feeling heart, that con- 
templates it, will I hope do more- 
while parents would do well to remen^- 
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ber^ that the gates of mercy should 
never be cfosed against the repentant 
sinner — and, if they were not, Lon- 
don would lose half its miserable ob-^ 
jects. 
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Pursuing their tour, the Devil an4 
his Student found themselves, towards 
midnight, at the Bell Sisivage Inn ; 
when Asmodeus, as usual, ts^ng up 
the discourse, pointed to a chamber 
where an elderly personage was fest 
asleep— 

'* He is a clergyman'* — said the 
demon-—** who has a wife and eleven 
children in Devonshire 5 where, for up- 
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wards of thirty years, he contrived to 
"^ serve two curacies, at twenty pounds 
each. The rector, of one of them, 
died two days ago; and he immediately 
set off for Londoo, in compliance with 
the urgent entreaties of hW wife> who 
bad found a large purse in the $re th^ 
night before* 

He is, now, dreaming that thebishop, 
who has the nomination to the. vacaat 
living, has haughtily rejected his hum*^ 
bje suit, in favor of a young country 
parson, who is, notoriously, pimp and 
poacher to a great Londop lord : he 
fancier himself condem^ied to return^ 
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Qufooip Pi bis ffimily, with only three 
f;l^llings and sixpence in his pocket; 
pad debates on the best means of 
saving, out of tbetr future necessities, 
the expence of this hair-ln'ained jdur<» 
ney." ' 

" I pity him from i»y soul^' — ^said 
the stndent — ^\ fmy may not yout 
devilship do a good action^ now anci 
then, without derogating from your 
digoity, « forswearing yOiir allegiatice 
to your chief?" 

** Moct assfurewy" — repUod Asmo^ 
ckwH-"* for I jorasfe m&sm 3ro»> tbat^ 

. £S • •-, - 
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my mission does not extend to the se» 
duction, of virtue : w6 are content in 
offering our assistance to the vicious* 
and I catU' promise you, bell will scarce*^ 
ly be targe enough for the accommo- 
datioa of its inmates.'^ 

•* Suffer me, then, to advocate the 
.eaui^ of this friendtess being**— said 
the 9tudent». 

^ I m>nldy cheerfiilly, good Mn> 
Moralist"— resumed the d^mon sm^ 
Yinglj — '\ but there wilt be no occar 
sion for my agency-^-4his poor genttei- 
man will arise to-morrow, despond-^ 
ingly, from the ym^a of tliis night 5 
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when a good spirit will conduct him to 
the house of a noble duke, which he 
will mistake for the residence of his 
-face's next-door neighbour — the 
bishop : and having been admitted, 
naturel will lend him: eloquence to 
plead his cause. 

" The duke, however, who is a sin- 
gular character, will ask his trembling 
petitioner for whom he has mistaken 
him — and when he understands it to be 
the bishop of — , he will ring his bdi, 
and inquire, gravely, from, the servant, 
who f{e\s, ' ^ 
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The poor parson*^9 confusion will Be 
excessive, to find be has Veea address- 
ing the premier D — of Englmid ; W^ 
in the midst of his amkwaid ap^ogies^ 
his grace will tske him, familiiurly^ 
by the arm — introduce him to the 
tishop — and make the request a peif- 
sonal obligation to himself/* 

^ •' Which win, of course, be grant- 
cdr 

^' To th# Duker it will— to the pop*^ 
son, with eleven chiUren, it wouU 
have be^n refused/* 
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^^ The next room coataing the 
«leeping beaaties of a rosy cheek'd 
young lady, who descended from the 
Bristol mail this eyeniog, and hat 
taken np he^ abode bere^ not being 
acquainted with. an individual in town> 
or possessed of a sin§^e guinea. ' * 

--** A runaway, I suppose, from her 
parents, who woiJd have compelled her 
to some odiouK match/* 

'* A runaway certainly; but not 
from her parents. She is an orphan, 
keireas to a considerable property^ 
payable on the day of marriage^ or the 
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day she- may become o£ age. In a 
romantic whim , she set out from 
— — shire, ia Wales, yesterday morn^ 
ing, on foot, with a small bmidle con- 
taining a single change of linen : she 
was, afterwards, taken up by a coach 

thaf carried her to BristoU where she 
arrived just as the mail was setting 

off. - 

*' She is now dreaming, that she is 
walking, in a delightfhl garden, where 
the four seasons appear to ^ have asso- 
ciated their respective treasures: her 
elated h^art gives elasticity ta hei? 
bounding form, as she trips it^^ like ^ 
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fairy, o'er the eiMineUed plain — ^pre- 
sently, a serpent^will crawl, insidiously^ 
from beneath a groupe of roses, jessa^ 
nunes^ and violets — which she will not 
perceive till it stings her on the left 
arm. 

• * 

*^ Hark } do you not hear her screamf 
with terror ? — she awakes.'* 

^ What is the translation of hei^ 
dream?^ 

^ It is a veiry melancholy on^. Tti^ 
mofrow she will be visited by a^'genlie-^ 
man^^ whe ftappiened to he a fdloir 
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passenger in the carriage with berj 
and^ to him, she will enfold her real 
situation/" 

^' Being a £amily man> he will take 
compassion on her unprotected youth 
and beauty, and take her home to his 
lK>nse> wh^n the united entreaties of 
his wife and daughters shall prevail ou 
her^ to return home. An accident^ 
ltoweyer> will prevent the fulfillment of 
her half-formed resolution^ and she will 
fall into the power of a notorious 
moneyleader ; ^ho, inord^r to ift>sscss 
himaelf^ quietfy, of her fi>rtupe^ will 
I^ace her in a weH fwms)>e4 M>use-*- 
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appoint her male and female servants 
— and lull her suspicions by thus cour* 
ieously supplying all her wishes. 

** Eventualfyi however, he will pos* 
seiss himseif of certain rights, in her 
estates, when he will confine her with- 
out covering, and almost vrithout food, 
to a daric cfaaniber^ in otrder to comp^ 
her to a more enlarged assignment of 
her fortune in his hxur. Frcmn his 
fangs the law will relieve her ; but she ' 
will lose her sights from excessive 
sufferings, and become the wretbhed 
inmate of a parish work*house.'^ 
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« Can this really be done in a welV 
regulated metrapolii i-* 



** Aiter what you have done, my 
good friend"— *said the devil — ^^* your 
question is caUier: sententious.. 

^ In the next r<K>ni^ is an honest 
grazier, who came up, this morning; 
to London, with ten thousand pounds 
in his^ pocket ; which.j5um.he has lodged 
intheBaniL 

** He dreams^ that be is jostarrivedj^ 
and has lost his pocket-bo<^; but the 
Boots will awake him, at four o'clock. 
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t 

lio return by the same coach he cama 
in* 

• ^ The safety of his money bemg en'- 
surad with his restored ftcuhles^ he will- 
anticipate the stErpnse and admiration 
of his wife and daughters^^ as he de** 
scribes^ ta them> the lord mayor's stati 
coach, which happened to pass him in 
his; i^^ay frQia Ui^Bank. 

^ But the most singular, among.tbe 
travellers, is the 'old wotnan who lies 
snoring in yonder old green damask 
bed. She is in her eighty-second year^. 
and very j-ich. Fpur grand^djaughters 
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fti^ in joyful expectation of her exit, 
she having left her property equally 
among them/' 

^ And what, 10 the name of alt 
that is ridiciilouSj^ couM induce the 
tottering old dowager t6 come up to 
London?" 

" Obstinacy of opinion: hearfng^ 
lately, that a number of fine houses 
were to be disposed of, by lottery, 
she took ir into, her mse head, that 
«he should, certainly get the capital 
prize, if she went up to London an4 
bought her own ticket. 
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** She is, now, dreaming, that she 
purchased number thirty-six thousand, 
eight hundred, and fourteen,, and that 
it, actually, came up the capita pri^e 5 
but ^ she goes to the office, to-mor- 
row, to purchase her ticket, the axle- 
tree of the coa<;h will break down^— 
^^map her thigh — ^and a mortification, 
in three days, will lay her in her leaden 
coffin.*' 

*' The grand-daughters, then, will 
get the prize instead of the old wo^ 
msLhr 

** Just sotr^hey will sljpurfe upwards 
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of three thousand pounds each— *-now, 

let us take another post 

*^ The rich canopied bed" — con- 
tinued the demon — " in the room we 
liave just alighted at, contains the sleep- 
ing forms of a little tun-bellied alder- 
man — who was knighted when sheriff— 
and my lady his wife. 

** He dreams, that having gorged, 
l^e-k-tSte, with a brother alderman» 
remarkable for his epicurism, on turtle 
soup and calipee at two o'clock, he is 
hastening home to swallow antimohial 
wine, that he may be qualified to re- 
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gorge at six, at the Fishmongers' Hall, 
of which corporation he is a member. 
While her ladyship — who is really 
pretty, and wa& brought up at an liele- 
gant seroinary in the su}>urt)s — pro- 
fesses aU the half-bred airs of a lady of 
quality, anxi lives, the whole 4ay lon^, 
in the neighbourhood of Saint Jameses 
Street. 

^' She dreams, slie has made an 
sassignation with the colonel, at her 
milliners, and is quarrelling, in her 
ibleep, with every article of dress her 
maid iwresents her with. 
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"So much for the travellers— noir 
let us seek the bed-chambers of the; 
fiushionaUe world," 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



DRElAMS IN THE WEST. 



** THAT large white fronted house, 
before us, is the residence of two sis- 
ters, late singers at a winter theatre* 
They are the bosoni friends of a certain 
noble Lord, whose purse and person 
they equally partake. But the happy 
Earl, being absent from home, they 
are indulging, in their separate cham* 
bers, with a favoured gallant-** We 
will visit them. 

VOL. U F 
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*^ The lady, in the laced night-cap 
bound with a pink silk handkerchief, is 
the elder of the two sisters, and solaces, 
^luring my lord's absence, with a Ser- 
jeant of the life-guards, from the 
Knightsbridge Barracks. 

*^ She dreams, that she is a ** Vir- 
gin of tlie Suns and, that having fallen 
asleep in the tample, the sacred flame 
is extinguished. She suffers every ideal 
agony, in contemplating the horrors of 
her fates i* being the invariable law to 
punish vestals — ^so offending — ^by bu- 
rying tbemi alive, in a deep cavern j 
leaving them a Jamp, a loaf, an4 a 
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pitcberof water — which crael aids, by 
protractiug hk, add to tbe dteadfui 
sufferings of the wietehed yictiffia/' 

*' I caa perceive"— replied tbe stu- 
d^it-^'^ her mental sufferioga in her 
distorted features: — ^her forehead a^ 
pears. to be moistened ivith cold per* 
spiration/', 



. *• Yon are right'* — ^s^id Asmodeai 
^* and her dreaming sister is scarce less 
happy. This lady— -in imitation of 
her chaste elder — ^ha$ also indulged 
witb 1^ bedfellow. 

Ft 
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<^ She dreams, that having caught 
the yaccii^ iofection, by milking a;^ 
cow in a frolic, a proje0tion ha^ takeni 
place, on her right cheek, resembling 
the head of a calf; and that a cow's 
tail is adtuallj groviring out of her* 
chm. '^ 

** t should have tdld you, that th^ : 
former of these ladies, prides herself 
on her virtues and the kitter-on her 

beauty. .. *. 

^«/We are, now, mounting towards 
the bed-room of a celebrated Saint 
James's toast, who is on the eve of 
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hiurriage i^ith a young nobleman of 
great promise. = 

" She dreams, tha*' the ceremony 
took place this morning, ^nd that she 
has been, suddenly, seized with labour 
pains in the arms of her husband, who 
starts from his bed, in the agoAies of 
a madman, to dispatch^ servants, in 
^ery directioi^ for jHedical aid/ ' 

The lady has sacrificed, it would 
,aff>e£ir> to her hiidbtod before mar- 
riage?" 

** That she has sacrificed"— return- 
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ed Asmddeus— <^ is most dear, as she 

is now three months enceinte : bat net 

with her husband,^ who believes her to 

be a very vestal. The author of the 

embrio^ is her Other's Swiss valet de 

cbambre,'^ 

^ And who> pray, is her fiither?^^ 

/' A nob eastern Oraenil, who ia 
violently in love with the beautiful wife 
of a sttbdtem officer> in the Com* 
pany's service, brtdy married, and jwst 
about to return to India. 

'' He dreams, tlmt he it bbief of 
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the district of Cooch, Bahar, hear Ben- 
gal^ and that the object of his affections 
is the wife of a rypt,* to whom he has, 
purposely, lent a considerable sum of 
money; which debt, by the laws of the 
country, compels the debtor to deliver 
up his wife, at the desire of his credi- 
tor, as a pledge, redeemable,f only> 
by repayment of the money borrowed, 

f " ' 1 ■ ■ ' ■ ' "" ill! H ill, 

* Ryot~-*signifies a peasant. 

f It sometimes happens/ that the wife of a 
debtor is not redeemed for the space of one> two^ 
or three years, ff during her cohabitatipn with- 
thecreditor, any increase of family should take, 
place, <me half of such increase belongs to him 
and the other half to her husband. This usage 
has been observed from the remotest antiquity. 
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" Observe how his old lips water 
with the transports of expectation. 

*' Our next visit shall be to his 
spendthrift son^ who, on the presump* 
tion of his being, sole heir to his father 
— his lister being portioned off— keeps 
up the establishment of a petty prince. 
He is a Colonel of Dragoons, who does 
duty in Bond-street* 

" There he is, fast asleep in the 
arras of his dulcinea, « pretty little 
mafchande de modes» whom he se- 
duced from her allegiance, to become 
mistress of the revels to his brilliant 
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parties. She devotes two hours, every 
mornitig, to her accomplishments. 

On Monday she dances— on Tues- 
diy she sings— oh Wednesday she 
rides— on Thursday she plays the harp 
— on Friday she studies Hoyle— on 
Saturday she receives an universal pre* 
ceptor^ with whom she reads, writeisi, 
draws, cyphers, studies geography^ 
mathematics, the globes, British clas- 
sics, philosophy, politics, and reli« 
gion in 

The Colonel, either to prove the 
F 5 
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xnttniiicente of his dispositd>ny ot" ta 
tempt the ci^edkdity t>f his trades^ 
people; has loaded his lady with dia- 
monds : she hasy also, her t^arriage atid 
her pf ivate box ^t Drury^lane. 

. '^ She^fr^tms^ that she is just falGog^ 
(roca an immense height^ down a pt&- 
0^p»cef— while h^:dreaik»^ that be has 
$e€b a winding^eet, in tlie candlevfolr 
fte^iers^ moiessive nights^ aM thoA a 
fitliinfiHriler baii assured h^ hisfa^- 
ther would die in the course bf the 
W€ek» 
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'^ But the crewa of the jest is, that 
his fother has made a will^ leaving him 
only a yearly stipend of two hundred 
pounds^ to keep him from rtanring^ 
when his euraged creditors shall have 
thrown him into prison. 

" The next objects I would point 
out to you, are a newly-declared mar- 
ried couple of great fashion. The 
partieS) however^ have in reality lon§ 
been man aivl wife : the former called 
it p^cy ta conceal the ceramony^ ami 
the latter preserved the secret till dam« 
Nature, a prodigious tale-teUiag lady, 
IBade the discovery absolutely n»» 
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cessary. But the iashiooable world 
had scarcdy dropped the novelty of 
this mysterious transaction, 'ere the 
'public curiosity was again excited by 
an action of crim con. brought against 
the bridegroom ; which action has ter- 
minated in an award of five thousand 
pounds damages. 

" He is, now, dreaming that the 
Bailiffs — ^having entered the house in. 
disguise— ^are preparing to break open 
his chambeiMlodr, white he meditates . 
a leap, from his two pair of stairs win^ 
dow, intQ the street;'* . 
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^^ Wai he have occasion to tempt 
so dangerous a project ?" 

*^ By no means — ^at this moment, a 
subscription is fiUing, among tfaeJadies 
of the baut^ton> topay off the^^can^^^ 
Urns damages^--a£k tkey^ virtuously ^ term 
them/' 

*^ Indeed! how came he i^o highly 
favoured?'/ 

"Ob, it ift.a TKhim of &sUon — 
dlher *o»hm ttteir contempt fd^ nios 
raljty, or their gisatijtude for past ser^ 
vices/' 
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*^ Biiivx>M-.Yoa do not, tbeik^ I may 
presume, languish, in the other worlds 
for want of female society/' 

" That lovely young creature' '-*r 
continued Afimodeufe— *-** who 3leeps 
mtb her arm across her forehead, is 
the compelled wife of a jealous-pated 
gouty old fellow, to whom she was sa- 
crificed, by her parents^ in consideiLS^- 
tion of a splendid settlement, atid in 
direct Yiolation of their consent, pre* 
Tixs^sly gi\ien> in faroar of a more 
Mitable htApmat^. She is> however, 
the moi^her of a street Iktle bof ^ of 
whom she is dotingly fond. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC ' 



<4SMOEMCmK 111 

<' fW b ieo^h of tme> virtue si4 
leikced tiie ^mtotion* of ber owa fafeait 
infatour of tbeniiaa she loved; but 
th^ absence of her husband from bome^ 
Jtod the pressing letters of Her lovch*^ 
thrwgh tlve «t^Mcy dP hbt tnMd-^ha^ 
{^^vftiled On her^ this eveniDg^ t^ make 
an appointment^ with him, iii live 
Temple Gardens, for to-morrow, at 
•ne o'c^ck. 

^ «< 3hte^fr«ftttis, Ih&t tfae^ hMir is ar- 
iiV^s ivli^ti, wkh a fliitteriiig hes^ 
ifid "bttrnthg cheeky she prepaies iot 
fifr apj^inttniiJAi but ^hirinoittg td 
itaf^tlM^nMsery-foaidwith herittfimt. 
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just as she is about to' desotnil tb6' steps 
of her own door, the ianocencr^ of bU 
endearing smile upfaraids her with the 
crime she is about to commit, attd rer 
calls her slumbering virtue : she madly 
clasps her little darling to her bos^, 
and resolves to be yirtuou3 for his 
sake.- , 

" But that is merely a dream;** , 

*^ True — yet the impresskm will 
d^mune her conduct, an4' she vvfill 
be rewarded for it. Her old ha§bf^ 
wM be put into damp sfieets^ fit m 
innji on the roail: a fit of die gout 
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follows, which will fly up into his sto- 
mach I 60 that, in a £pi^ holirs, she 
will hear that she i& a widow, and feel 
that she may, with honour, bestow 
herself on the man of her affections/' 

" What have we here" — said the 
student^ — a bed-chamber lined with 
glass xases, curtained with green silk ? 
Probably a surgeon surrounded by his 
skeletcms." 

•^ You were never more deceived in 
your life'*— answered the demon—, 
^* Yon sleeping figure is a celebratod 
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painter, virtuoso, and member of the 
Royal Academy. 

/* He dreams, that he is sent for to 
visit a dying uncle of considerable 
landed property, in Yorkshire, whose 
declared heir he is ; but, unfortunatdy^ 
the * Emperor of Morocco* having 
winged past the bow-windows of tiie 
breakfast^ parlour, while the servant 
was gone up stairs to announce hia 
arrival, he fancies that he jumped out 
of the window, in pursuit of his' Ma- 
jesty; whose atrial flight conducted. 
lum, through hedges, and over ditches, 
for many a weary mile ; insomuch. 
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that he has hem obliged to seek re^ 
po8e» from his fadgue Imd ]iioitificatioB> 
at a nmghbbttring inn* 

' ^* Returning in a post-diiaisig^ itii^St 
morning, to his uncle's, be is reffi|e4 
admittance ; and, a few days after hia 
^feturfi to tdwn, he rec^vibs a letteCai 
<fr6m the aid alewacd> aniaouocing bia 
'niasters' death, aikd the -revocation of 
bis %iH in &ror of a distiant tetatioa, , 

''< But' that is only a dreaming hor- 
Tor"— continued Asaiodeus — ** his wak- 
ing anxieties are still more pcdgnai^. 
In the room abovie him sleeps his Utdy. 
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•She was a private actress ; arid, being 
possessed of a fine Jona, he engaged 
her to sit to him, in attitudes, for a^ 
series of paintings, emblematical of 
CollinsVOdesto ttie Passions : fisBling, 
^owever^ violently m love vnthhis 
model, during the progress of his la- 
bours, and the meek-eyed maid mo- 
destly resisting every overture offensive 
to the ddicacy of her sentiments, the 
poor artist, in^a paroxysm of folly, 
made her his wife. 

" During her good humor, she af- 
fects the fine lady, in burlesque iniita- 
tation of my Lady Townly, to the ut- 
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ter contempt of her plebeian helpmate, 
and the annoyance of all his visitors; 
but when her gentle nature is ruiQed 
by whim, 'ca4)rice, or native insolence, 
she iiistantly puts on the termagant 
humors of ^ KatheriRe, and turns the 
wbol6 house topsy turvy." 

" Why, then^ does not her husband 
wear the rigours of a Petruchio, and 
humanize her, by <]^pGsing brutality 
wkfc brutality?" . ^ 

^ Because the good man is a Jerry . 
• Sneak, and would ratlier li]dl a «torm 
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by condescension, than provoke it by 
opposition. 

^* She dreams, that a nobleman is^ 
smitten with her air, on seeing her 
descend from her carriage j and, that 
she has just received a perfumed.billet 
from him, breathing all the odours of 
love, truth, and constanqy. 

*^'The rough black-bearded gentle^ 
man^ 'in the attic bed-romn of that 
large boot-warehouse, is the rich father 
of a very accomp/tV^dfclamsd, to whotn 
he proposes giving a fortene, in po»- 
session, of thirty thou3and pounds, in- 
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d^peodently of futtire expectations. 
He has, already, refused the offers of 
a needy Baronet, resolved not to be- 
stow her fair band on any thing less 
than a viscount. 

** He dreamsj that she is just gone 
^ff to Scodaad with one ^ his appren-^ 
tices, ha^rii^ made free with papa's 
pocket-book ta<kfray the exp^ices of 
4beirj^^rIIfy* 

V ** As we are so tiear St. J ■ V 
fi^liiai«''«~«0»tiiiiied the damon — ^ I 
yriii relate to you a pleasant anebdote, 
<rf which I will show you the bero*^ 
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TheYiext moment brought them into* 
a magnificent bed-chamber, the hang- 
i«gs of whijch were light blue velvet, 
and the ornaments burnished gold. 

Pointing to the bed — ^ That sleeper** 
— said he— *^* is a noble, -of higli rsenk, 
and of a certain age : he is remarkable 
for the elegance of hin mamwrs, and 
the variety of his gallantries ; which 
are, materially, assisted by powerful 
sophistry, and convenient principles. 

^ At present he is enffgfid^^heart 
and soul— in the conqx^^t of two 
cliarming widows, who, unknotm to 
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him, are intimate acquaintance. They 
are young, witty, beautiful, and some- 
what inclined to coquetry ; but he 
imagines himself to have played his 
cards so successfully, that both will, 
shortly, surrender at discretion. 

'" He dreams, that he is at a waler- 
mg place, and has made an assignation 
with one of them, at a friendly milli- 
ner's ; but the rapidity of his fancies 
have, suddenly, placed him-— he knows 
not how — in bed with his two fa- 
vourites.*' 

** I should not suppose"— said the 
VOL. I. G • 
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iitui^t — ^^ that ha was (^ pleasautljr 
^jsgaged — his features are sbt<m^j 
marked witliperjpifxitj." 

^ Aflidtiot wftboftt reasaa^' — i-efdied 
Asmodeus-^^^ iys visioos are of th^ 
* most tormenting nature. He imagines 
himself t0 be swatiied in linen r<dlerSy 
a£ber the maimer of aia Egyptian mcim- 
my ; aA^ in thatstate» he has the nm^ 
tification to find ha^Eiself 4ib7mt in the 
^Mftbraces of the tiPO loosi ^esir^uble 
yiocaen in tl^ wcarJid^ without 4i pom^ 
bility of moving more than his h ood ^ 
while his arch tormentors, by certain 
endearments, and pro¥4)kin^ caresses, 
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^nd his passions up to a state of mad- 
. ness : his rage, however, being impo- 
tent,' the ladies continue? to tantalize 
him by their endearing freedoms, till 
he heartily wishes them an hundred 
fathoms under ground,**' 



o« 
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•^ BUT morning wears'' — said Asmo- 
*deus — ^* and you niust be fatigued 
with your night's adventures. We 
will, however, just tak6 a peep, as we 
pass, cat yonder watch-house, 

^' Tlie personage in mournings— the 
lappels of whose coat are torn away 
— is a man of fashion j he has Ji>eea 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



ASMDDEUS. 19J 

fiossly insurtedicomingoutof Aex>pera 
by that swaggering gentleman, in the 
blue coat,, black breeches and stocfc^ 
ings^ and military hat.: and t>ie former 
refusing to give his card. toi the Jatter^ 
a scuffle ensued^ when the interference 
of the companjc called upon the c(m^ 
jrtables to do their duty, and the rioter^ 
were cooiductediiither.!' 

, ** You da not telL ma who- tl^ey 
are.". 

'^ Have patience, and I will satisfy 
you,^ 
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^ Tfa0 gdntiamais in Mrak pem«t» 
jfei nd ^teekiruig iamseM} fiom wkieb 
cireuftistucty ite constable of thtf 
ftigbl> bM IpcfUR to smdl taty v he 
^aU* i^ md ^mA&paim tte leirard 
for iiksom&ing a kigl^inqniBui^ b«t» 
to^AcMOvr iM»rttiiig, th« diBdaenre ^ 
bit rank wifil terrify this Jadk ta oBkm 
into the most abject ap^opn for hi* 
rough treatment' — ^whereas, the other 
^en^man^ who thr^iMn^ the watch 
^ith his power — and whom they would 
gladly release^ were it not for the po- 
^tive charge of the supposed highway, 
man — ^will turn out to )>e a valet, in 
his master's clothes^ who came with 
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*' The tall wdMookiog^ figure in 

aad hg hat ai ottche^ ogy jli»^e» Ji^ » 

man of fashion who bas been, a long 
time, playing at hicfe and seek. An 
ifiipnident assault ton a sober ckizen, 
forced him here^ notwitbstandKng he 
did his be^ ix}nm away. He 19, now, 
meditating on -his folly, in hairing, 
thus, exposed hims^ to his creditors^ 
who, he apprehends, will he^^r ^ his 
situation-^4x>*morrow being Siinday>— 
and that he mil be arrested, at the 
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Public Office, on Monday morning,. 
K)r more thousands than he possesses 
pounds." 

" A melancholy situation truly'' — 
answered the student — " but pray tell 
me how it will turn but." 

'' A^illii%ly— -He will be released^ 
before morning, by a little Jew broker 
— ^whois his particular friend— -and ia 
a ntum. possessed of more than ordinary 
powers ; for he offends, the laws daily ; 
y^t daily escapes them : his name, in 
court, is like a stale mackarel at Bil- 
lingsgate ; and although he always re^ 
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tires loaded witJi reproacb, h^ returns 
to .the contest with unblushing ef- 
frontery — ^a contemner of the laws, 
and a disgrace to society/* 

!\ I shrewdly suspect''— said the stur 
dent — ^\ he: owes soiQetUng to your 
devilship's interference, in his behalli 
or he wcmld havei wet his deserts lo^g 
ago. . : 

•- -' . ■ ... !» 

N 

"Not to my interference" — replied 
Asmodeus — ^* but to that of a superior 
devil The circumstances thesr^. "* 

*^ Being some years ago in great 
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^i*il, on t1i« Cwiin^ti knd fearing; 

>to be ixittited ulivt^ he covenanted wilh 
Lttcifer^^who appmfed ta liim in & 
vision — to become bis vwsal the re- 
mainder of his days^ conditionally, 
4iM; he wm telmimi from the Inquisi- 
tion. He Wlo^ Koardingljr, MVed^ 
Md, itg he makes imre proseljrtes tfaidi 
*l^ mm in Engliiid, im isptrpetttbUy 

/ surrounded by invisible spirits^ wlio 
dictate to his actions, and release him 
tntn the ptiMdtitt iMmclml M liMn." 

*< I hiiv« he^rd of tbiii ikmaus mm'' 
— said the. student — *'pray how long 
wiM he rej^n in this worU ?'' 
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*^ His life* '--V replied Asmodeus *^ 
depends on that of a notorious usurps. 
They are both decreed to die on th« 
same 'day ; and to be linked together — 
to all etemtty*-^with the same chain, 
as a matchlesa pair to be eitip)oyed 
about the drudgeries ^ Hell/' 

^ A pretty rewavd truly"— Ansilirefed 
the student—^** May I ask if all y-<mr 
vasi^ls are thus, liber ally ^ rewarded?'* 

" Cerbdaly iwt— the persons, of 

l^enaAies of Hell: to oar imv&B we 
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are more courteous ; and I can pledge^ 
myself, to yx>vt, that you will find 
many pleasant devils among us/' 

; The student felt a sudden tremor 
overpower him at this discourse: upon 
which, Asmodeus clapped hini on the 
Moulder ; desired him, in a command- 
img tpne, to be more assured— then 
T;S^ished^ 

Whatever might have been the reflec- 

,tion3 of our hero, on reaching his^^ 

room, after the singular adventuresl of 

the day, a supenor power dissipated 

them* He had no remembrance of 
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«iy circumstancey save that of £ilight- 
ing at his own door; and that his 
friend, the demon, aroused him: from 
a deep sleep, telling him it was near 
noon, and Monday morning. 

iittle' preparation was necessary ; at 
one they both mounted the ^r in pjurs* 
stiit of new adventures*. 
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" MARK that hired sedan'^-^cried 
fee devil— ** with the yellow silk/cur- 
taitis dratl^n ^Ime round. It i« about 
to convey an old maad td the hom^ 9i 
a very charitable lady, who undertakes 
to make the single married, and the 
married happy. She advertises these, . 
her benevolent intentions, . and thi& her 
invitation." 

^ As many ladies, from retired life. 
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or wodtte restraint^ or caprice, hare not 
entered itito the matrimoitial state; 

Mrs. M , of — *— * itreety Fiizroj'- 

square, undertakes to obtain theoa ob* 
jectiB to their wtshet. 

^ Thoie who haT« empIoy«ed faor^ 

will €oii)ibsfl die is deserving Uie attnost 

confidence. It never can be Icnovn 

that ladies apply to her, if they do not 

dftideie it theoDMlves. Am tM connec* 

tfpM are efe^tRBRve^ it is supposed that 
she kxtoVM 'wkene to ind ettnaafriei^ 

ImikB witkoat theii: ap{)iyiBg to <h6r> 

She is at iieineeyery nxMrniag frc^m. leei 

till thlet--4mi eveiy efteroMn ftond 
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five till eight. None but persons of 
fortune^ and of irreproachable characV 
tpr, will be treated wi th. ' / 

" A msui's fortune must be despe^ 
rately low'' — said the student — " or a 
lady's xrirtue. very troublesome^ me- 
thinks>. before either would adventure 
on such ja .wildgoose chace.'.^ 

** Pardon me"— returned :tbe demon 
— ^*f I know an advertising. lady who is 
the confkieritial agent of two demireps 
of quality, through whose; artificesi 
well dressed vagabonds^ zviA mop^ied 
ladies who have been crossed in love, 
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are linked together in the holy handa 
of matrimony. Artless young womenj, 
and old debauchees, are, likemsey ac- 
commodated on liberal terms, and the 
house has a great run, I can assure 
you/' 

" I thought I knew something of 
the town*' — answered the student — 
** but you convince me I am a mere 
ehiW in iniquity." 

" Be ot good cheer, however" — 
said the demon — ^' You are a promise 
ing youths and when I have opened,, 
to you, the book of life,, by exposing 
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kmdy I have greatf reliance oii your 
fotuce protkieiicy. Mean^^viHle^ your 
jpaAgment is too hard up^^i^ thi9 indus^ 
trkus Older of society. Villainy sffid 
good policy are only difSerent nameft. 
for the same action. Give me your 
ami to P-Ni-— square^ 

H Ton beboM this efegant mansion 
it is the residence of a rich Creole) wbo^ 
purchased it for his son, since deceased* 
I wiB relate their history. 

^ Whife a school-boy, playing in 
tJiis veiy square, the youth ctcouo- 



^ 
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Icted twt» y^oiig faidies^^ftabfe by 

pre^ttly, fancied hisiKlf to be imk 
toiiily in \m%. 

^^ N^ ffoponed^ and wa» iie^f»rted|; 
but the kind-hearted parents of tlie 
lady,, td save him ftona hanging or 
4rowi^ng^ »oftmed their daughter's re^ 
fosal^-by tellifig him she had a sister; 
who migM be more leiisiMe of his me^ 
fit I and the erent jasltlMfd their pre-^ 
diction. They mfxt marrii^d mnmedi* 
ately : the bridegroom under seyente^fti 
—the bride nearly two years younger^. 
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KelurniBg to town, the new weddef 
couple received a bridal present of t^i: 
thousand guineas, which they squan? 
dered away within the twelYemontb^ 
and then, on an allowance of three- 
thousand p0r. annum, they resolved to» 
tjRaveU 

" At Florence, the young husband' 
left his younger wife to become the- 
travelling companion of an elderly 
£ng:lish womam of rank, who seduced 
him to pass the carnival^ with her, at 
Venice. 

^ The bride, thus deserted, was in 
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*the way that " women wish to be who 
lov^ their lords" — in a foreign country 
— a stranger to its language — ^and sur- 
rounded by a household as ignorant 
as herself: hvLt misfortune becomes 
light as it becomes familiar; and grief 
^nds a remedy in its own violence. 
The lady survived this early dereliction 
—became a mother—and was, after- 
wardi^ jrecbnciled to her truant hus- 
band.'* 

^* But did she, really, forgive him ?" 
— asked the student. 

•*^ You will hear.— Returned to Eng- 
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land, they were reoeited by tbe rich 
CreoJe, who bad just arrif^ foom Jft» 
trmcAi and^ ^ng a n^^ui of a |peci^ 
«rly anormis di^pofiitk^ii^ he &«<m Ih^ 
e9me ^he sbive 4ji bis l^eauti&i daugli^ 
^er-w4aw. 

^ Revenge w «we«1r— and, yiid[*Bg 
tore h39 tio bounds to its •generoM^ : 
henc^ ihe ffe^Honable tudiifiMpi^niQe wk^ 
which her ladyship saw her husbmidi 
devote himsdf to an Italian singer ^ 
and^ lieftce» 1^ epfeadid ^axi!aageaients 
made f(»r the recepfikm of :h«r ladyds^ 
at this splendid mansion, where she 
speot £r«m twenty to tlurtgr tioi^usaiid. 
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m yeaTj without her goad ikher-m-ljnr 
«Ter eooaplainiiig/' 

•* I fear ibis eld man's love was too 

•* Yea are rigirt — h^ tfie difficulty 
ims how^ ui»do^ TR Ihs seber moments, 
Ibat vfMcii Ote Iiiad«ie8st>f his paessiona 
^WDOiitted in Mie hmir ^ <es!C;es9 — Her 
Iady3(bip> bo^nsever, ^eeatne ^ widow; 
wiien i»«r £«AieMii4eiwv ernitetvdBn^ 
4lifift -Mts^Mfi 4md n^ personal ibrtcme^ 
MsiaflMi «lie iipplioatieii <€ 4ier ixAy^ 
«hip*s family for 4i J^twre, ^aind, by^ 
mean artifices, deprived her of a diar 
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mond repeater, and other valoables, 
which, in their halcyon days, he had 
given to her/' 



1 



^' And did he prosper after this ?" 

** Yes, in increase of wealth — but 
i>ot otherwise : he married a charming 
^irl soon after — ^who was younger than 
his own daughter, tlie wife of a clergy- 
man: the two families became very in- 
timate, for a short time, when the 
mamma*in-Iaw, and the son-in-law, 
sloped, to the great discomfiture of 
the parties left behind/' 
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" You really astonish me, good Mr. 

Devil J but I cannot help thinking .you 

must have had some hand in producing 

these extraordinary arrangements/' 

** Not any, I assure you, the events 
I have related to you, are the immedi* 
ate result of natural depravity in the 
parties — I will still more excite your 
wonder. 

*^ Here, is another large house, the 
residence of a modern happy couple, 
lately added to the long list of nobles 
who grace this l^appy land : her lady- 

VOL. I. H 
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ship is now dressing, to meet her ce- 
cisbeoy and his lordship*s chaise and 
four is, as you see, ready at the dow. 
He is going to a little cottage he 
keeps, at Eltham, for the reception of 
a cielebrated courtezan, with whom he 
frequently re\;ifes to pass a honey-week : 
and these sentimental arrangements 
have been entered into by the mutual 
consent of vay lord and my ladyw'l 

* An arrangement, doubtlessly, at- 
tended with considerable expence" — 

"^^ The kept gentleman 4ias n regular 
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stipend from her ladyship-resides ex- 
tras; and the kept lady wpi^ints about 
three thousand a year out of his lord- 
ship: but Qobodycomplaios, 

^* A little to the westwjMrd.of th^a 
is the residence of a gay lady» in her 
second widowhood, at the age trf* 
• twentyifive. At the death of iher first 
•husbands 9he was supposed to possess 
^n immense jointmre; the allurements 
of which, sidded,to po common share 
of perjsonsd attractions, engaged the 
^serious attentions of the younger bro* 
Ha 
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ther of Bti earl, whom she, shortly 
after, married : but an execution having 
been put into the house^ on thefol^ 
lowing morning, for a large debt pre- 
viously owing by her ladyship, the 
bridegroom took a graceful leave never 
to return. 

" The lady has since observed the 
strictest propriety in her moral con- 
duct—still, the husband, who is a 
most elegant fellow, and universally 
admired, continues inexorable." 

" The student gasped, in silent 
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wonder> at these several relations^ 
while Asmodeus conducted him, 
through the air^ towards Bond-street. 
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" AH, ha!*'-H5aid the student, rub- 
bing his hands — " now I am at 
home." 

" You may fancy so" — replied the 
demon—** but I shall convince you of 
your error. Pray inform me the i^^^ 
of that small shop, so neatly fitted up 
with pamphlets in the window, and 
containing some two or three hundred 
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sets pf stqije novels^ as if fpr the ao;itufe- 
ment of the tpvirn?'' 

" Why, is it no^ a Circiila.tii;ig Li- 
brary ? That large blue painted board 
aiiuouQces it in golden letters." 

*' Blockhead, that yon kre!'* — re- 
plied Asmodeus — <* That little shop, 
kept by thatsmirking dsme, who dresses 
so simply, and looks so modestly, is 
supported by the subscriptions of half 
the female noblei^se, of dash, in Lon- 
don — ^but not for the trumpery novels 
that lumber her dusty shelves : there 
are retiring rooms for the subscribers. 
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and the bookseller's shop thrives, al- 
though it never publishes.** 

l . 
•' Many thanks, my good friend, 

this is a secret worth knowings of 

which, I shall not fail to take advantage 

at a pinch." 

" Not so £ast'*— interrupted Asmo- 
deus — *^ Ladies only of the first fa- 
shion are admitted to subscribe, and no 
man ever enters the penetralia of this 
temple, unushered by the token of a 
lady patroness ; which token-— like the- 
countersign in a garrison town — ^is 
changed with the evening." 
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" This" — ^pointing to a large Li- 
brary^ as they floated over Bond-street 
— '^ is the &shionable lounge for 
readers : here^ are books in all lan- 
guages, and on all subjects : it is, also^ 
popular, as it disposes of admissions to 
all public places, and is crowded the 
whoje . morning with carriages ^ but if 
you wish to see ** Every body in town," 
let us take post higher up." 



US 
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ENTERING a spateious room, wdl 
Kighted from a^ lofty cupola, the stu- 
dent beheld a fashionable crowds listeu- 
ing, with more than coiiitoon attentron, 
to the frothy declamation of a fashion- 
able auctioneer ^ who, by familiar flat- 
tery addressed to the beauty 6f a 
duchess, the taste of a countess, or the 
extravagance of a nabobess, sumed 
to close their eyes^ ears, and under- 
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standings agaipst the re^ value* of the 
bijou he exhibited, and to establish 
his own fame on the credulity of his 
auditoiy. 

The room formed a glittering pro- 
fusion of costly ornaments, unique 
^ms, foreign china, pictures by the 
best masters, terra cotta models, 
bronzes, and a thousand other objects 
*^ of no use but to the owner'^-^dXL ejoi 
posed, in lights or shades, critically s^- 
vantageous to their display. 

This fashionable auctioneer is a 
glaring proof of the nutritious quali- 
ties of a fashioiutble hot-bed — ^the former 
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commis of a celebrated Pall-mall orator, 
he affects his master's volubility, his 
simper, his assurance, and his hyper- 
boles ; and, thus graced, is changed, 
from a tltriving weed, into a full-blown 
exotic in the parterre of fashion. 

" Do you observe'*— inquired the 
demon — " that interesting young creaT 
ture, who is examining, with a critical 
eye, the merits of a Roman frag- 
ment ?" 

" I do" — ^replied the student — ^*' and 
find her of singular beauty : who is 

she?" 
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** A lady of rank^ who — though 
married and living on the best terms 
with her husband — ^passes her nights 
in the solitude of her own chamber ; 
while her mornings are devoted to a 
circle of foreign virtuosi, a French 
abbe, and a German botamst/' 

'' Is it possible, that youth and 
beauty, so tempting, can pursue . a 
system so immediately opposite to the 
decrees of Nature ?** 

*• Merely for the moment — ^thislovdy 
visionary, who is all soul — all senti- 
ment — all sublimity : who doats on the 
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innocent generation of the vegetable 
world, and expires ^t tbe idea of ^ 
more sensual ^yoyment— lyill have 
her critical miaute : those pr^ty poi^ 
ing lips, that breathe only in ^e cause 
of mor^ty^ will learn to gloiW ip the 
cause of love ; and the Platonic will 
become a voluptuary. For, however 
enjoyment may To^e refined^ it is essen- 
tial to h(uman qature/' 

The celebrated Lais,*^ hearuig jof 
the extreme austerity of a certain Pla- 
tonic philosopher, sent for him, and 

* Antenor's Travels. 
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receired him — ^akme — in ber iitxunous 
chamber. After a variety of slight 
iemptations, she ^qiosed to him— ^-as 
if bjr accident — the finest «h^ed leg 
ill the "umrerse: lie ^prised her of 
the circumstance, with an air 4£ ii^if- 
fenence. 

*f What do you think of it ?"~«ud 
she — 

" Tis weil:made*'— was ihe cynicat 
reply; but Lais, conscious of h^ 
power, smiled at this unnatural apathy; 
and taking his.hand, with the most be- 
witching smile^ she added. 
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** Love is the soul of the universe ! 
it reduced chaos to order-p-animated all 
Nature — and is the fire which; Prome- 
theus stole from Heaven. Its sju^red 
influence pervades the waters— peoples 
the air — and, each moment, gives life 
to a million of human beings: it in- 
flanaes mankind, and sets even the 
Gods on fire. * 

" Oh" — continued the animated 
pleader—^* how it agitates me at this 
moment! See how my heart 
pitates • . • • 



• 
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Again she pressed his hand to her 
beautifully exposed boso m 

•' You have a raging fever*^— ex- 
claimed the philosopher — 

" Yes** — she replied — " the raging 
fever of love"— and accompanying the 
word with the action^ she threw her 
snowy arms around him^ pressing 
burning kisses on his lips-— 

The statue* was changed into the 
man—- and Lais triumphed ! 

* Robert d'Arbrissel is instanced as to extra* 
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The studleAt smiled> at this daiioue- 
ment te^ the philosophical &rce he 
had just heard Asmodieus describe^ ; but 
the latter recalled his attaitk>m to ano- 
ther lady, lovely as the fair Platonist^ 
and some years younger^ 

^ Siie is unmarried'^— said the den 
mon-*— '^ and h^ flaxen tresses, give so 
Qiuch niildness toher i$satures; andh^ 



ordinary proof of continency : he not only re- 
sisted all easual carnal temptation ; but is re- 
ported to have slept between two virgins, every 
night, without violation to hiB vows. 
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wbole depcntmeflt is sa modesty that 
she passes^ in the woM, for a. BQJracLs 
of chastity." 

^ And in private J"— interrupted the? 
student archl y 

^ She isx ^ all that youthfnl poets 
£uicy when they love' — bhishing^ like 
the western sky> she suffers the ardeott 
sensibilities of her nature^ to explain 
themsdves^ in eloquent sdghs*— half- 
uttered words ~- and melting tender^ 
ness, emanating firom her soft blue 
eyes" — 
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** Her lover must be very timid*'-—^ 
said the student—^^^ or all this sighipg 
would be useless/' 

" Rank has thrown him — ^though a 
General Officer and high in favor— i» 
at so vast a distance from her> that 
nothing less than an explanation — the 
most unequivocal— on her part, could 
assure him of his happiness." 

'^ You speak in parables. Is he nojt 
young — handsomer-well m^de-^and 
educated with court assurance V^ 

** I will briefly relate the anecdote^ 
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" At the age of fifteen, the family 
were on a summer excursion which 
occasioned them to pass a night on the 
Toad. The young ladies * — of whom 
there are several — were to occupy se- 
parate apartments on one side of a 
gaUery, and the remainder of the party 
those on the other side. By the ar- 
rangements of the eyening, a veteran 
of Mars, with no more eyes than the 
fabled Cyclops, was appointed to a 
chamber at the extremity of the gal- 
lery, immediately opposite to that to 
be occupied by the heroine of my 
tale. 
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^* It SO happened, that by some 
lucky mistake, the gallant soldier 
passed his night in the room ^is^^yis 
to his own ; and, that he did not dis- 
cover his error till daylight^ when, 
aiixious to retreat, be had the ili*fi>F- 
time to betray his secret to a passing 
attendant 5 whom, liowever, }ie;bribidd 
•largely to ^ileiice, 

** A few 'months after, the young 
lady was seized with ^dropsical etffeO" 
tion, which increased every day — ^tbe 
fitculty sent her to the seaside; and 
an able physician was employed as her 
constant attendant, by whose superior 
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^kill the dropsy was dispersed ; ttnd 'the 
high-titled miss returned to town, leav- 
ing behind her every remnant of her 
t}»sease. Her father— poor good manl 
w^is so charined with the doctor's skill, 
4;hat he exclaimed, in tlie fulness of his 
heart, 

"*' Now, were la monarch, would I 
"knight this second Esculapius f 

^' The frailty of the sex'*— -said the 
student—" appeairs to itie so common, 
that it is ridiculous to complain at a 
result so naturaU'* 
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" In the Talmud" — replied the de- 
mon — *^ it is written, that the Al- 
mighty reframed from the creation of 
woman, till solicited, by Adam, for 
a mate — because, in his omniscience, 
he foresaw the issue. 

" Being, however, desirous to make 
her as free, as possible, from vice, the 
Creator would not take her from 
Adam's head, lest she might prove a 
coquet— nor from his eye, lest she 
should leer and ogle — ^nor from his 
mouth, lest she should be fond of talk- 
ing — nor from his ear lest she should 
be a listener — nor from his heart, lest 
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she should be jealous— nor from his 
feet, lest she should be a gadder — ^nor 
from his hands, lest she should be a 
pilferer : yet, with all this precaution, 
she is compounded of all the faults, so 
sedulously avoided in her formation. 

" Now turn to yon groupe examin- 
ing a dessert service of Seive china. 
The gentleman is a celebrated Surgeon, 
and tip-top fashionable— «a machine 
constantly moving on the pivot of scan- 
dal, and whirling round the circle of 
haut ton." 

V A somewhat mischievous crea- 
VOL. I. I 
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ture" — ^said the student — "for a pro-' 
fessional man. Is his entries familiar 
with the great world ?" 

** So iamiliar"— answered Asmodeus 
" tliat he, some times, ' makes business 
for himself: the lady, in the crimsoa 
velvet mantle, is the Honorable Mrs. 

D , whose husband — the avowed 

keeper of an infamous, though beau* 
tiful little emigree — bath lately rjpceived 
a French present feom his inamorata^ 
which he, OibligingLy, conveyed to his 
wife's sister — the lady in the scarlet 
gipsey cloak; who, unconsciously, 
gave it to the doctor; who, again^; as 
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innocently gave it to the Honorable 
Mrs. D ■ : each apologizing to the 
other, and neither knowing which was 
the aggressor." 

*^ A snug family party, npon my 
sonl; I presume the sisters are not 
aware of each otiier's intrigues?" 

** They are not- — and you would be 
extremely entertained to hear the lies 
they invent to each other, as apologies 
for their abstinence from their usual 
diet — ^Tum to the left. 

** The lady with large cheek bones^ 
12 
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SO highly rouged, is a veteran demirep, 
long since divorced from a certain Ba- 
ronet, who is in the same regiment 
with her friend. They frequently 
dine at the same table, with extreme 
good humour y and Sir Charles, when 
half tipsey, has been known to make 
violent love to his quondam lady. 

" Her business here, is to purchase 
a parcel of ioose French prints adver- 
tised in the day's catalogue ; but she 
will be extremely mortified, after pass- 
ing the whole morning in tip-top ex- 
pectation, to find that by * loose 
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prints/ the auctioneer only meant 
^ prints unconnected and unassorted/ 

" That tall stalking figure, who is 
hunting for curiosities all round the 
room, is an artist whose passion for a 
collection has lately been indulged at 
the expence of his integrity—Do you 
not perceive how closely he is watched 
by the porter ?'* 

** I do — 'but what was his offence ?'' 

" A bagatelle! — Some thousand 
pounds worth of ancient prints from a 
national depot. He thought, perhaps. 
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be could give theiti celebrity, and him- 
self too — it was a mefe tour de la 
jeunesse — o, thoughtless vanity — ^which 
will, doubUesSj mark him through life. 

^^ But the fashionable hour is be-p 
gun''-:^ continued the demon — ^" and 
w^^will return to the street to see-— al- 
Ubffygh we will not be tieen." 
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BOND-STREET. 



" IT is a^ I predicted" — continued th^ 
4emon — ^^ Bond-street fe full in etery 
part. We see fashionables in carriagejh—. 
fashionables on horseback — fashionables 
on foot — all in pursuit of pleasure 

^^ To be seen in Bond^street, at a 
certain hour^ is essentia!! to the exist- 
ence ci faaut ton. It is the point of 
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attraction for greetings, in gilded equi- 
pages, from the haughty bend of arro- 
gance to the humble bend of servility. 
Here mimickry, with empty pockets, 
assumes the consequential air of inde^ 
pendence ; while modest merit creeps, 
unheeded, through the glittering crowd. 
Here, ^11 the senses are tantalized with 
profusion i and the eye is dazzled with 
every varying temptation — and why ? • 

'* Because, it is the eterna^l business 
of a fashionable not to live in — ^but out 
of— self : to imitate the luxuries of the 
affluent without a tithe of their income, 
and to traffic morality for notoriety. 
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'^ Now^, mark me well— 

^ Tliat yellow chanot exhibits the 
fashionable persons of Colonel M — — 
and his lady; wbo^ having tumbled 
mto a large fortune, by the death of 
a relation, wha adventured many years 
ago from Scotland to Jamaican — a per- 
fect sans culotie^-r-ihey are pleased ta 
consider themselves ^ People of Rank :* 
which pretension they maintain by the 
most splendid parties — ^at the expence 
of their tradespeople ; and, in this art,, 
they are accomplished adepts. 

" Having been, some time, quarter- 
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ed with thei* regiment m Irelaiad, they 
went to Dublin to pass a few weeks, 
%i^ mita^ted with the gayest o£ the 
gay. At pagrtiifcg^ they invited a large 
partly to sup on toasted cheese. 

." It wafS q«ite anoveltiy ; and their 
SQom$ were crowded at an early hour. 
At lbiigtb> the supper-room was tbrow» 
6p*ii ; and> to every guest, was laid a 
superb siirer cheese^ioaster ; whicfe 
i^^^aod: tciflie the Golonpl had ordered:, 
ift do^fts, from every sil^rsmilb in tlie 
city. 

^^ Whe», however, tfte carriages 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



ASMOI>EUS. 179 

drew- up for the company to depart, 
the Coloners brought up the rear— 
with aH the cheese-toasters neatly pack- 
ed in the imperial, chaise-seat, travel- 
ling trunk, &c, — and away went the 
* People of Rank ' to the north of Ire- 
land i whi-feher none of th€ poor silver- 
smiths could pursue them, as neither 
Mr. John Doe nor Mr. Richard Roe 
fever, now a days, travel that road^ 
iHit as splendor veils the deformities of 
yiee, the Colonel and his Lady stilt 
give .brilliant parldes, at a cotUag^ ornee, 
jftcar town i and ar^ botli, prodigiously 
Ihe &afaaon. 
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" Observe the lady, in a fur hat, 
who is in conversation with the groom- 
like gentleman, who holds open the 
door of her barouche — ^She is an EarPs 
daughter, lately married to a rich com- 
moner, whom she has, already, taught 
to feel the expence of being allied to 
nobility. 

"The Gentleman at whom she 
smiles with such peculiar archness — to 
shew her white teeth— is her coM^/n: 
a young Viscount who keeps stabks 
at Newmaket; and divides his time 
between his favourite racers, and his 
fevoupite relative. 
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** She tells him, with sparkling eyes, 
when she shall be * at home' — that is, 
when her sposo will be fram home — 
and- the poor husband's temples will 
ache before he goes to sleep ; because, 
forsooth, he would marry * a lady in 
her otvn right* 

" One might almost imagine" — re- 
plied the student — ** that there was 
something contaminating in the atmo- 
sphere of fashion — ^What is the repu- 
tation of this lady in the world ?" 



" Nothing can be more correct- — her 
husband appears the most contented of 
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human beings: to that happy stale^ 
however, be has been regularly drilled 
by my Lady Charlotte. Wlien they 
first married, indeed, he put on airs, 
and complained, that her ladyship was, 
constantly, out all night : immediately, 
thereupon, her ladyship — to shew her 
obedience — ordered her porter to let 
the world know, that she was * at 
HOME* Wednesd^rys and Sundays, for 
remainder of the season 3 which being 
* AT HOME' is the most expensive 
lounge in life — unless the lady-hostess 
keeps a faro-bank, or cheats at cards. 

•* In the brown curricle is a sporting 
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Colonel — a fencKniS' shot at a bird; but. 
Wee Falstaff,* he would rather see a 
man d d than fire at him. His 
greatest pride i» to make hUsmeM sii^ 
g«lar — mislakiaag ridieute foe admi* 
ration. 

" He Will tdl yott — ^witli the empty 
vanity of a Welchman — who under- 

* '* I call thee coward} I'll sec thee d d 



exB I caUth^ee caward : but I would give a thour 
s^jad pound, I could sua as fast as t}iou canst 
You ave straight e^ottgh m the ahouldecs^ You. 
care not who sees^ your bacfe— ." Shakb*- 

PEARE, 
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takes to describe his genealogy — that 
such a bitch has won forty-seven 
matches without ever having been 
beaten — that she was thirteen years 
old before she had pups ; at which in- 
teresting period, she produced eleven 
whelps — all of whom he, good man ! 
reared, and they turned out to be ex- 
cellent runners.* That such another 

* Opinions are yarioas in the sporting world, 
as to the superiority of speed between the grey- 
hound and the blood-horse : the prevalent con- 
clusioD^ however, is — ^that, on a flat, the hone- 
.would exceed the hound in velocity; but that, 
over undttlatiog grounds^ the horse would be 
beaten. 
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dog forms the most gallant picture of 
a perfect greyhound, ever submitted 
to the criticism of the scientific sports- 
man: of growth uncommonf — head 
long and taper — chest deep — loins 
strong— ears small — tail beautifully ta- 
pered — skin soft and pliable. 



t ** Hraded lyke a snake* 

" Neckyed lyke a drake^ 

" FoUyed lyke a catte. 

" Taylled lyke a rattc, 

'' Syded lyke a temej, 

** And chyned lyke a heme." 

Wynken de Worde — on "th* 
Greyhottd"(1499). 
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*' Such is tte picture of this vain^ 
trifling, ridiculous coxcomb ! 

** That dark-complexioned young 
man"— continued Asmodeus — ** is the 
brave Captain of a six-and-thirty gun 
frigate ; and the lovely creature, who ' 
hangs on his arm, is his wife. Their 
marriage was hasty — ^a love-match, as 
it is called-f<bEid the CUpidili sailed, 
a few days after his happiness had been 
sealed, for Egypt. 

'^ The voyage wa« long, and Iadie» 
are apt to be impatient : in short, the 
tdegraph aonoaiiced the return of the 
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husband, at the exact t^vapxA that cer-^ 

iain symptoms announced, to tb^ wife, 

* 

her approaching labour y and, the mis- 
fortune was, that they had been sepa-- 
rated fifteen months! 

" In this dilemma, the lady set off, 
unattended, in a post-chaise and four^ 
for — ,* where she arrived abi>ut ele- 
ven at night. The foaming horses ar- 
rested their speed at the door of a 
young accoucheur, newly married. 



♦ A cBstance of ninety-six miles from London. 
This anecdote i$ perfecstly founded ki fact. 
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and merely the occupier of lodgings 
in the town. Repeated knockiugs 
aroused the iamily, and the doctor 
was desired to attend, instantly, to the 
carriage. 'V 

" Your name is -^ — " — said the 
lady — he assented: upon which, she 
gave iiim a letter ; adding, ** there is 
no time for ceremony — I must be put 
to bed this moment.'* 

" The case was critical — the doctor 
not having a spare room — ^he, however, 
called up his wife, laid the beautiful 
stranger ia his bed s and, in ten mi* 
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nutes^ she was the mother of a fiae 
boy; but the doctor's remonstrances, 
to detain her, were altogether ineffec- 
tual — Reputation, she declared, was 
dearer to her than life — In two hours 
she returned to her carriage ; and the 
baited horses, once more, flew off with 
it, conveying the lady with astonishing 
rapidity to town ; Just in time to meet 
her husband with extended arms, and 
to faint zvith excess of pleasure at his 
return. 

** The child was given to nurse at a 
poor cottager's, and the captain is the 
happiest man alive in the affections of 
his amiable wife !" 

" So much. for depravity" — said the 
itudent — ^* can you not oflfer to me, a 
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picture of buHuan nature ia a more 
amiable garb ?'.* 

** I will merely offer to your cou- 
templation a view of humble love, in a 
sailor and his mistress, and then reply 
to your question. 

" An honest tar, in the neighbour- 
hood of Wapping, was pressed about 
two y^rs ago, and put on board a ten-- 
der, the day before he was to have 
been married to a very deserving girl. 
This act of treachery, was the handy- 
woA of a friend, who had not only 
borrowed a considerable part of his 
I)fiz€*4»oney, but had endeavoured to 
supplant him in the affections of his 
miatressu The girl of his heart, how- 
^ver^ wa/5.fi*ifchCul to his» memory ; and 
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honest Jack returned, flushed with 
victory, to claim his bride : but under- 
handing the infamy of his friend's con- 
duct^ he ordered him, instantly^ to be 
arrested fpr the money he had lent him, 
and then sent him the following let* 

ter" 

" So Mr. Crimp, you are in bilboes 
I4nd. That was a d d foul wea- 
ther trick you play 'd me ; but you are, 
now, under hatches, and there I'll keep 
you until matrimony has spliced me 
to my P0H5 and when we have 
swung together, the mid-watch, in the 
zsame hammock, 1*11 give you leave to 
sheer off d*ye see— »but hark ye, my 
lad, when you are free from the grap- 
ples of the hum^aiUeys, mind you 
dont steer in my wake, or mayhap, 
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I may give you a salute you wont like. 
So no more at present 

" Fom your loving friend, 

'' Jack Fleming." 
•* P. S. Understanding as how you 
loves Poll, I send you a guinea by 
bearer to drink Poll's health." 

"An English sailor" — replied the 
student, delighted with the story — " is 
a nondescript; a heterogeneous com- 
pound of qualities, whimsically mixed 
up together 5 uniting simplicity of "ac- 
tion with sublimity of thought — snd 
displaying a wild picture of generosity, 
fidelity, and bravery, ornamenting un- 
sophisticated nature." 

END OF VOL. I. 

Printed by J. Dean^ Wardour-stfeet^ Soho. 
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